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.~ ACCOUNT OF A JOURNEY

-

TO THE

Souroes of the Jumna and Bhagirathi Rivers:

By JAMES B. FRASER.
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 fCopwmunicaled by the Most Noble the PrEsiDENT,
SN SF . ‘ )

@N the-e4th of “June, my ** brother having received the orders of Ges
vernment to proceed to.Gerwhal, we left Seran,t (the refidence of .the
«young Rajah of Bifehar) where for fome days we had remained in ex-
pectation of iaftructions.—And crofliug that pertion of the roos of the
{nowy mountains -whencc I Moral-Ca-Canda range arifes, and ke:.ping
.our courfe down through the villey of . Sambracet, we reached the banks

- of the river Paber and cncampcd on the right bank, oppofite to the fort
~of Ramger/z where for fome days we were detained by the difficul'y
-of procuring camavc for our necciTary baggage, on the route to
iS;rmagar. ‘On the 5th of July, we left Raingerh, and kept downa

. ® Willigm Frafer, Fi& AGifant, Delhi Refidency.

4 Seran is fituated jn -the glen shrough. which the ‘river S/ f-ws; about.3 miles above i fream;
. apon the monntam fide.

1 Moral Ca Canda s 3 large and very noble menmam which ﬂrctches in a ¢ ntinuous bu! megular rangey, !

. and under various names, from the {non’ mountains above Rempar and Seran; quite down to ¥, It ig
an interefting range, becaufe it is that which divides the waters of upper Hindoflan.  All thefe rifing from its
s$4ftern fidey i wing threugh the Girry, Pabers Tonfe and Fumna, into the Ganges and the bay of Dengady
gwhile thofe from the weftern alpect, ws Y she Serlef and Jadus, into the Indian acean,

’-
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ward along the courfe of the Paber till its jun&ion with the Tonfe, and
then followed that river, crofling it bv a brnidge of ropes, nearly
to the {pot where it is met by the Loha Cusds range, which we croffed
confiderably (o the nor‘hward:of its ftream, and on the gth July we
reached t-c villige Cot ha, ﬁtuatt’d on the noht bank of the river
Fumna about 2 miles above its bed. The fort of * Fauntge:h is not
fir diftant on the oppofite fide, and the road to Smnagdr croﬁ'cs the
river a licle way below the vulage.

As 1 had much anx’ié’ty to vifit Fumnotr: and Gangotri, the fourccs.
of the rivers Fumna and Ganges, (or rather of the Bhagiraths, the princi-
pal facred fource of the Ganges) placesof peculiat fan&ity.tatbe Firdus;.
I profi-ed by an opportunity better than could ever again occur, and
‘parting frem my brother, who purfued his way to Sirinagar, took,
with as few attendants 'as was. confiffent with prudence and neceflary.
comfort, the road which leads to the firlt mentioned place..

1cth Juy.—Lurt T Cetha paft g o’clock, the ro’ad”'wlinding in a general .
diredtion to N. L., following the deep mdcntmgs of the ravines and:
valless, that furrow the mountain. fide and’ pour “their ﬁrcams into.
the Furmna, which winds far below 3 fometlmes itis vaned by fharp af-
cents and dclcents, but keeps nearly on a lcvel till we reach a. pa{'s'
or gorge named ( hamri-Ci Dhar, the end of a lofzy range that coming
ina weftward direction continuous from Buruftli-Ct- Dhdr, ends in the
]umna. On our way to this point we pafled through one or two villages,
but the - cultivation is neither extenfive nor promifing. From this ftation
an extenfive view would have been obtained including Birat, Badrdjs
and feveral of the hills above the Dehra Din, as well as the extenfive

) * j'auygub_i- the place to which BHULBUDDER SinG retreated afier the evacuation of Kelu.ga, and
from wue-ce M jor BaLpock was repulfed by him.

¢+ Fiom (etbe, we had beasings of Fomnt, Birat and Badrdj.
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_range, nn which Fauntgurh is fituated, with 2 general; v:ew of the courfe
_of the Fumna, from the fnowy mountains to Ca ft ; but thxs was pre-
.vented by a thick fog wh;ch enve10ped the tops of the mquntams’
.and only -new and then gave to view a peik, glimmering through mift.
From hence we entered on a very deep dcfcent mto the-bed of a fmall
but rapid ftream,- called Got hareCi-Ga'd ke The valley - or hollow of,
which this forms. the drain,:is- ﬁngularly formed by: the meeting of
two hills, .or- ranges by a fmall ridge, nogreat diltance from the river g .
and the mouth is far. more narrow than the hollow above. - It containg .
the Bander-Chat, - (or divifion): and there is-a confiderable:quantity of-. |
detatched cultivation, wheat, barley, rice; cotton, and a éram, called -
*China, refembling bird-feed, . {cattered through it 5 the rice here as m s
other parts of the. hills is. neatly cultivated :on- levelled. dges, over
which water is -led in fmall: courfes, taken from the fiream far-above. .
Jtis a wild and rugged ravine, and the. hills. rife. very . fuddenly -to -
" their height. . ‘ ‘

Tux defcent from Chamri.Ca-G'hdt ‘is very irregular- and zig-zag,
* fevere and pamful paffing through Cot'’kal, a village deftroyed by the -
Goréhas; we crofled the Got'har nullah, and reached the village of Lak'sa
Man'dal, ituated almoft onthe banks of theriver.« This village s claimed |
both by Gerwhal and Sirmor 3 it cultivates the lands of each ftate, and
pays tribute to both; it feems entirely appropriated.to the: 'maintenance -
of feveral temples; and their -priefts, and there are -fome ﬁne rich -
pieces of land on. the-banks of - the jumna, as well as of a nullab; a thort -
way further on, . fet afide. for this holy purpofe for which the vxllagc
is aflefled by esch fate. Thereis a neat. temple to S’ VA, -2 place of .
worﬂnp to the five brothers, Bai'm SEN,. ABRJUN, YubmisuT HIR, SAHA~
nzo, Nacura, known by the name of the Pandavan, e temple to Bairem,
one to Parduram, and-an.old ruined one to Mum Deo, under the name of .

& Pagickm: m.’lmmn.

Yy
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Cé'dar, with fome curioufly carved ftones reprefenting the Hindu des
" ties 3 two figures in ftone reprefenting Arjux and BuiMse'N, are re-
Amarkably well executed, but their faces have been defaced, it is faid
" by the Rokillas, in an incurfion of old into the hills. One curious flone
reprefents in relief a large aflemblage of Hindu divinities, among
whom GanEsa, Durca, Buava'nt &c. &c. were readily recogi.
nifed. A narrow cavern leading under ground through the rock from
the village to the river fide, ufed, it is faid, by the people of the country
in times of danger, was fhewn us, but we did not explore it.

OrrostTE to this village, Barni-Ci-Ga d’h,a large ftream which has its
1ife in the lofty peak of Borgi-Ca-Tiba debouches into the Fumna. In
" the Ravine we obferved a curioufly fituated houfe, or fort, built upon
- a{mall rocky eminence, quite infulated in the middle of the {tream.
Its name was Biraltu, and it belonged to a zemindar of fome conle-
quence, Bu U’y SINH,

Ous route now lay along fome table land jult on the river bank:
pafling Bandergerri, aruined fort on a (mall nfing ground above the
road, we defcended to Necral-Ci-Gad'h, which ftream is faid to bc the
- boundary between Gerwhal and Sirmor ; but there appears to be a fort
~of land debateable around Lakha-manda/, which contains fome {pots
of land, far richer than that generally met within the hills, Necrale
" Ci-Gadh is very confiderable, and is faid to take its rife in T’hiran. Ca-
Tiba, nearly two days journey to the N. W.; its immediate banks

- arerocky and wooded, and much fine alder wood growson them, as
~well as on thofc of the ?umna. i

ArTzr a fharp alcent up a bare rocky hill, a rough path along its
face brought us to Bauc'hauli, a large and apparently populous village,
high above the river, and wherg we rested for the night, The place of
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repofe given us was in a fquare, inclofed with a high wall, containing a
temple to Mafha' Deo, who, as we approach the facred places, and  the
wild fnowy peaks, his peculiar refidence, 1s worﬁﬁpped with almost ex=
clusive devotion ; the temple was neat, much in the fame ftyle as-thofe
ufuslly met with among the hills, with Chingfe over hanging roofs,
“much catved wood work; and the doors covered with carved
brafls. The village has the appearance of having once been more confi-
derable ; the chief zemindar or Seana’ (ashe is called) when queftioned
~with regard to its population, averred that it had bu' 28 houfes, and
might contain about 100 inhabitants; but. his anfwers were hefitating,
obfcure and prevaricating ; and [ fulpect he believed that the queftions
put were prcparatory to fome afleffment or tax, which prevented the
¢ruth from being told. 1 fhould have thought the village muft have
contained full 250 inhabitants ; it is not exaily a part of any purgunnah,
but in fome meafure is attached to Rew.en. '

At 7 o'clock next morning we left Banc'hauli, and proceeded fill
along the left hand face of the hill above the Fumna, following the deep
indentings, and long rounds of the vallies, with various irregular afcents
and defcents, till, by a very rough and. clambering path, we
reached the top of Gangani-Ci-Dha'r, in a point called Gangani-
Ca Ghat. This balcony is very highly elevated, and commands both
upwards and’ down‘wards, a moft extenfive and noble view, though par-
tially obfcured by ¢louds. From hence we obtained the firlt diftin&t view
of Bender Puckh, the mountain, from a part of which the Fumna has
its rile; it thews in twoe grand peaks, both very white in fnow, and of
great magnitude and height. Thc bed of thﬁ ‘Fumna looking down-
wards, is narrow, deep and rocky, fave where the few green fpots
around Lakhka man'dal, relieve the eye; upwards it runs in a far more
fertile country, with taple land and culrivation on its banks and feveral
willages; while the hisl}s {lope more eafily down to the level part, co-
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vered with a variety of foreﬁ,fcem;ry, and {potted with fields. Further-
up they frown and clole, and are of darker-hue. beyond, and.above
all Famnotri towers above. the clouds.

A ROCKY, tangled and unfrequented path brought us to a further-
ghat or pafs, where information was given, that a valley of confiderabté:
magnitude lay to our left, firetching from the Fumna to the weftward,
and in hopes of fecidg fo unufual a, thing in thefe rugged - hills, we
left-the road to make the trial.” We were however difappointed upon. -
reaching the ridge, whence it was thought it might be fecn, nothing
appeared, {ave the lower part of a ravine entirely-of the fame narure -
as the reft of the country, and which has-here the name of Su7i<Ga r,i,« :
Ci-Gadh. Above it is called- Rdma Serai, and -1 obtained- only the.

following particulars defcriptive of the place. . .
Tur old und ruined fortrefs called Sircet, is fituated on- a high- T#a; .
of the fame name, at the end of the lofty range Cé'dar-Canta;, which.::
‘firetches down from - one fhoulder of Bender Puckh, two or three cos -
further up in this mountain; the ftream, Rama, has its {fource at a {pot-
" called Shealu, and is joined by feveral others from the fides of this as.
well as from. Sircot, and from the rgnge which forms the other fide of -
the vally, called RBenai-Ci-Dhar. Jult-at the end of this laft mentioned-
range, which was in. view from the point we ftood on, the valley of
Rama Serai commences, and runs up to Sircot for a -diftance of from
" 5 to 7 cos, probably aboﬁ; g.miles ; the dire&ion, judging from. that
of the mountains, and pofition of the poinrs we: fee, along. with their
formation given, may be nearly N. E. and S. W, The breadth from:
1 mile to 24, and it is level throughout. |
FormerLY this valley, which contains ene "%t or divifion, was well
" cultivated, and contained many populous villages ; now like the reft of
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Gerwhal® it has fallen much to- decdy, and: four -half ruined hamlets
alone remain; thefe are Gundiat, Perdt, Oimokty ‘and Celar ; ' the two
former are near the head of the pldin.. The whole'fornis'a part of the
-diftri& or purgu:

ParpumaN SaH,
years in feveralp
The Raja himlcl
the . villey ;- they
partmiges, WhK‘.

.anu, ;he feel
valley, named G,
joins the Tonfe,
f2id fo be a Fine’
a milé and half w
allowed the large
and to have beer
«court in‘_.th& ‘déys

'R’éci&m‘x:sc th
Thalls; wé delcen
the bed of Sarigi
forcibly worn its -
bably yiclded to ¢
rocks behind, wh
ﬁngularly differer
which univerfall

Tae rock here,
pally lime-fone, -
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about the village of: Benc’haul?, and met with in:our afcent to. Gangint:

Ci- Dhar, is alfo lime -flone under various fhapes ;. among others.is a cu.

rious- concretiony. £ all appearance like the, irregular mafies of moxtar-
and gravel found in the wally of old buildings; fometimes it was of greats
hardncfs and in large maffes, at others, as if enly forming into them,.
Common and micaceous flate are alfo met: with, andia. very white-
foft filvery earth, that feels foapy between the fingers. The top of
Gangani-Ci-Dhar exhibits a, fingular ‘appearance ;. totally denuded ‘of:
foil, the rock is cutinto ftrange forms and fiflures .by the.adion of;
ftorms :—it is.'aacompound of {and and lime-ftone, and where there is
little of the laft to bind and harden the former, the violence of the weas -

ther has worn it away:,

Frowm- hence, the road winds. pretty conftantly along the ﬁ{'er bahk R
the heat was exceflive both in our defcent, and in the low. grounds, A
few miles onwards we paﬁ‘ed Maungral-Gerh, an old ruin, which ftands .
on a peninfular rock, from 150 to 200 feet ‘'high, boldly proje&ing:
into the river; it was lately occupied: by DHaAMAN CHAND, AHMED.
Sixm, and Davrar Sive, who were the Rotillas of the Raja- of:
Gerwhal, The term Rotilla, as far as I could underftand, is ap-
plied to a fon of the Rajs, born of aflave woman; and this.
refidence was entirely appropriated to thefe connetions of. the. roy-
al family ; it appears to. have been of confiderable extent, buat con.
ftructed much like the ufual houfes of the {mall T"Adcirs we have feen.
in our tour ; it is now however in ruins, having been burnt three-
years ago by fome difcoxiiei{ted zemindars. Juft above this place, the-
remains of a Sango, or Bridge, which keptup communication thh the-
village near Maungral-Gerh, are yet vifible. -

Wz paffed feveral  villages—Ifkna and Bercot on the eaftern fide,.
and Pot'hé -(ruited) with ‘Sunaldi (a fingle houfe) on the weftern or
right bank: and faw the debouches of feveral confiderable ftreams.
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flowing from- the Baugi and Sucral mountains ; and crofled Bénsk Cis
Gaéd'h, a large fiream, which has its rife in Seruldl: Ca-Tida, about feven:
cos hence. - | ' ' |



180 ACCOUNT :or A JOURNEY '10 ‘THR SOURCES OF THE

violence they dreaded from; the oatives, fhould they be left.in the hills
after.the Englifh might guit them ; they excufed: themfelyes from at-
tending us to Gangolri, on the plea of want of arms and cloaths, which
we could not fupply them with; probably,. they were not defirous of
a dotig ‘and Fatiguing journey, fhey therefore were difpatched wit a
note to my brothér :rt ‘Sirinagar, with'a few ‘prpyé, ‘:in‘ the fervice of
the ‘Faiij-Dar of Rewaen, as a:protection from'infult or harm, - '~
ST G T P P AP
Fuly 12th~Tuis morning we were joiaed by Govinp Sine Bemsar:-
the chief, or,szj—;Daki:Remm; whe: .came {0 accompany and..ooh-
dyét us through the difiri&t under his:dire&tion; ke is:a.man of high"
caft, and confiderable. confequence, and has bad the entire adminiftrati<.
on of the extenfive purgunnat of Rewaen; m fa&, hetha of lawe!brémn
more like an independent Prince, than a governor 5 for, in fo imp‘éa’(&i.w-
cable a country, he could not ealily be called to ftrict account, either
by the R4jA or his 'congﬁ;rdgé'; .hé; had alfo been qii gooé;:ic;rixé wuh Av
the .Gorc"lm“chlie&, oW_irig, wé un]deArﬁbéd., mdcb of .cqnfc,qﬁcfxéé? to

kY

and fallen master. Others Loo, in ke mamner, thaugh not enjoying the secunity; sesnlting -from any -
such tie, chose rather to trust to the protection of sgme zemindar, whom they might have known and
perbaps obliged, snd by whom (hey believed ihtis fives would not be attacked, tian steke their safoty’
on & more dangerous flight, thaugh lass of property in pither tase mas cestain: o
Tuus, indivicuals of this wretched people were found in'evary district of the hills, and every one
stript of his property, even to the necessary cloaths to cover them’ from: tire weather. Many were still
more deplorably situated; some, wounded and neglected, were languishing unassisted, in want even of
necessaries ; others had fled to the gungles, to escape the massacre:thelr comrades fell victims to, and
bad for a long time subsisted on rosts and fraits. Even-the marri;g.e tie did not always ensure good
frepiment; and ont °if"q“'m‘f » when the terror ot cansequences ceanfd,; the seminddrs reclaimed :
thejr dgughters, and forced them to leave their husbands, aithough the stipulated prices had been paid
them, , Several cnrious cases were -referrad to. us for decision, - which, of course, nothing cowld be_
doge, but o leare the matter ta the goinfluenced decision ef the lady herself ; aad it must be said, that :
where 4he contract was broken, it generally appeared that the 1oss of the money, the price.of thedes:.
male, (from-12 to 16 Rupees,) was the most grievoss part of the injury.  , That, they never:would.ves
store, arguinguthet the contract had been originally made in grest measure by force-on the Gerc’hasida, s
and (hat one or two years’ pessession was sefficient 40 cancel it, ptovided it wes.the women's wish" sp-i
to do. Many however of these women left their families and country, and folfowed thé pavty,” wi'l
their Gorc'ha lords, perfectly voluntarily, and appeared not only fully equsl to the.fatiyued' of ,the:

match, but were of the greatest use to theic hasbaads, oecasionally carrying their children, and. always i)
.eooking their meals, wheu arrived at the evening’s ground. o

¢
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thiern ; he is a fine looking man, far {uperior in appearance to the peo-
ple of the hills ; who, in fa&, pay him-muchs refpedt, and feem quite

devoied to-him. -

Wk afcended the‘end vof DA/’ Dhar,. aritd croffed. it, and reached’
the banks- of - Bediar-Ga'd'h, a large rapid fiream, in fize nearly equal
to the Girri ;" which has its rife in a high peak, called Bachu'ncha ; we™™
croiféd it on 4 very' ugly' "bridge,~catled “Skellrca-Sangs,-confilting: of
two pinestrées of ho very ‘large fize; thrown-ever a deep chafm,-in
which, far below; the river runs with great violence, -and which being -
flippety, gave but @neertain footing ; at the top of'a fhort rocky af-
cent above:this bx;idge, we reached the village Nagwan, which is of ref- -
_pe@able fize, and which gives name to a t4af or divifion; here is one -
of Govinp B'uisut’s refidences’; ‘it was~ once a-populods-ands tolerably
cultivated divifion; but moft of its' villages are-noew in ruins : five are "
ftill inhabited-befrdes i felf—Palu, Shealwa, Curfals, T'han, and Phuldgr.

THuE oppofite fide of the river is delolate and ﬁhCuItivated; thdu‘“gh -
the ruins of feveral villages are perceptible.’ The Patrain Nullah, nears-: -
ly ‘oppofite, contains much-level-land, all now-wafte.: -

Just oppdfite the mouth 6f ‘Bediar-Gad'h; there Is a bridge acrofs
the ' Fumna, and otrthe other fide, im--a-rock at- the foor of the hill, in
the bed of the river, is frewrra fpring of water, which:they fay is of
the waters of the Biagirat'hi, and of which the following tale is told s -

Tifere yet exifts hear this'a place of Worlhip' facred to’ Mdka® Deo,in
which, in the old'time, a Brahmirr of great fanity- miniftered. This
haly perfon every day went to the Bkagirat'hi, faid* to be a full day’s
journey from hengce; to perform his ablations - in its facred flrcam; ull-

. 1.A - :
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great age rendered this exercife mﬁpofﬁbie when he prayed that fome
Yneans might be afforded him of continuing this att of devotion; his
prayer was heard, and he was defired to drop his handkerchief in the
B/wgzrat’lu, and whereever that fhould appear on the Yumna banks,
there to wath in full confidenoe of that bemg of the waters of the holy
ﬂrcam. - :

‘Tue Brahmin s gone, ‘but the waters retain ;their {an&lity .in the
‘eftimation of the country, which confidently believes they are the ef-
4e& of a miracle ; a miracle ingenuoudly and fuccelsfully contrived, to
‘continue to lazinefs or inability,, the odoar of fanQity derived from pen-
ance, without its pains. - ' -

From Nagwa'r we alcended at-times.rapidly, at times gently, through
‘thin fir-woed 3 and this gently rifing country quite walte, but once cul-
tivated, and &ll capable of being fo, to the village of Shealwa, much gone
40 decay.

Crossixe the Cu'rfalavalley, in which is the village of that name, we
climbed a ficep alcent tothe gorge of a pafs, called Cands-ca G’hat, ina
ridge continuous dome from a high peak, named Tuna/. From this
“point, a water-fall below a mafs.of fnow in the Benderpuck’h mountain,
3s very plainly feen, which we are informed is Fumnotri ; it did not
",app'car more than a long day’s journey from us. |

TarOUGH avarious wood of oaks, firs, rhododendron, &c. aloﬁg the
face of the hill, high above the river, we reached the point where com-
mences our delcent ta Pilig-Gddh, whfch forms the outlet to the waters,
of one of the moft terrifick and gloomy valleys I bave ever feen. The
lofty péak Bachuncha firetches a rugged ridge to the fouthward which
joins Tunal, (the lower part of which we crofled,) and by thefe ridges
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is formed the hollcw of Cot’ha, the chief ravine of which runs down
from nearly the top of Bachuncha, and is joined by {maller but equal;
ly rough clefts from -the back, which unite their waters below, and ,r_oﬂ
fa rapid and large torrent to the Fumna, .

 +Ox one of thefe ravines, are feen fmall hills ‘of flones, relembling
;places of worfhip; fuppofed to be the refidence of devatas or Jpirits, who
-amufe themfelves with inveigling away human beings t0 their wxld
-abodes. 1t is fuid, that beauvy in either {fex is the objet of their par-
rticularpredile@ion;. that they remorfeléfsly feizce on any, whom chance
~or imprudence may place within their power, and whofe fpirits become
.as theirs, when deprived of their corporeal .frame; many infRlances of
-fuch occurrences were given: onone occafion, a ‘young inan-whe had
‘wandered near their haunts, being.carried in .a trance to the va:lley,
‘heard the voice.of his own father, who fome years before had been
Aptrited awav, and who now recognifed his fon. Paternal a;ﬁ"fé&i(),n it
-appears was ftronger than the{pell he was bound by, and in&ea{i of
rejoicing at the acquifition of new prey, he recolle@ted the fbrloqn Ttate
vof hisfamily, thus deprived of their only remaining fupport; he 'B‘e'g- '
ged and obtained the pardon of  his fon,- who was difmifled wuh an in-
jun€lion of -fri&t filence'and lecrecyy forgettmg however hxs vow, he
was .deprived of fpeech; and as e felf«pum(hment, he cut .out hig
' ‘tongue with his own hand. This man, it was fard, was ftill alive, and I
defired he fhould be brought to me; but ke never.came, and I was af-
terwards told he had lately died. | -

SevenaL perfons have approached the predindts of thefe fpirits, and
they who have returned have genérally exprefled the {ame feclings;
and have uttered fome prophefy ; they aver, thar they fall into a
fwoon, and between flieping and waking, hear a coiverfationg or rather

Ld
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are fenfible of impreffions, as if a converfation had paffed, which ges -
nerally relatesto fome future event. Indeed this-prophetic faculty is

one of the chiefly remarkable attributes of the place.:- The offitiating

Brahmins, fometimes venture futther than the-valgar, and are favoured -
with communications of future import. It is faid they foretold the mis- .
fortuncs and deathr of the late Raja- Paxpuman-San;the: lefs of his -
kingdom and life’ at Dekra Du'n, and- the~commencement- or -rather -
completion.of the Gork'#s Raj. - The awe.and horror which the ‘natives -

entertain for this place; is-great and remarkable; They affert the im-
- poffibility of penetrating the valley te any confiderable height, and that
“none, who had attempted it, ever returned without - the -lofs of reafoam. .
-1 believe the-phyfical obftacles to afcending .the hill .would.be enough .
to prevent-fuccefs. ;.

 Fuly 13th.—From the nullah’(which is crofled by a fingle ftick) we - -
"rofe to the village of  Pdlia, where we refted for the night, and which -
is fituated above the nullahr called Pa'lia Gadh, and not far below -
“the gorge of the glen of Cothd. - It is neat -and clean- and of confi- -
_derable fize, and has lefs the appearance of decay -than maft of -
_ thofe we have paﬂ’ed"bu’t 1s not" fo- thriving or- large ‘as .Duckheat, .
~our laﬁ mghts ftatton; it is {urrounded by:a few fields and ledges
of cultivation which occupy 'the remainder -of the. {pet- on. which
the village ftands; but they .aré of no great extent, .nor is there
;'any ‘more near-at hand 3 wie took: notice;..that many of the inhabitants
were pérﬁcularly fair, and they were-fine. flout loaking..men. The
fcenery in this day'’s march has affamed a. character far more favage -
' than we have remarked ‘in-any- part- of .our tour; there is lefs wood,
" more rock, and the mouutains rife - more. fuddenly to their heighth,

~ without-affording the poflibility of.cultivation, even in the narroweft -
ledges; the weather £oo is darker, and .the rain which all day bad -

-
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threatened, fell with loud burfts of thunder, which was anulLy, Tevers
berated from rock to rock:. and, dyring the night, more than once the.
found was - heard of fsragments from the brows of the mountains crafh-
ing down to the.depths below ;. aur quarters werg good, in a.tem-ple,,
neat and clean,. and fecure. from the weather, .

" Wt left Palia with a fine morning, after a rainy night ; following the
Pilia Gad'k nearly to its mouth, we turned to our left and followed our
gourie as before, up the river fide, afcending till'the path was from 2
tazc0 yards.above its.ftream; the read hence iswvery bad; to 4far: Gad’s,
a {mall fiream, that rifes.from one of the fmaller peaks of Bachunchu;.as
its mouth there is.a peninfwlated rock. of confiderable heighth, on which:
there is an old fort,, called Afari Gerhs the rock.is connected with’
the. mountains. over-hanging the river by:a low neck of land, which:is
cultivated. At the bottom of the rock, and in the bed of-the river, there
are {everal fmall fprings of hot-water,. whigh we. went to-fee; fome: of
thefe fources, we obferved, arofe with. confiderable faorce fromthe fura
face of the earth, quite clofe to the folid-rack, giving a ftream of- 3 or:d/
fingers thicknefs, and. much came trickling down from between “ther
lamina of the rock, of which the hill is farmed.. Thele lamine are in’
large white flakes,.and. confift; I.believe,.entirely of quartz; they forms
an angle of abqut 65 to.7C; with-the-plane of «the:horizon. The water
is beautifully clear, it is more than: blood-warm; and is ftrongly im.
pregnated withacid : it has:much of the fmell common to {ulphureous:
forings, and is probably. impregnated  with this. fubftance, and.
with iran; for the: rocks around -were tinged and incrufted with a red -
matter, refembling. ruft of ironmised with: clay-or lime, Quite clofe -
tothe warm {prings, and.in the ftream they form, a cold one:-bubbles:
up, but the mixture is {o immediate, that it is impoffible to fay, whether
ehq-,;@q;@,L which it al{o contains, is communicated.from the warm water:

t
\
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its Ime'land 2 =, however, refembled the o' her, and arour.i -ts fiurce
upon the rociz, .here was a colleétion of fcum, formed of arcia flime,
ard the red coucretion, before mentioned ; this was found ‘v their
united itream, until they reached the river ; from the munner in which
this water 1ffues from the rock, it would feem, that iz {fource mult be m
the body of the rock above, but therc 1s 1O ot!rr a; oearance what-
cver to lead to a conje&ture rcfpc&mg its forms tmn : in the courle of
the }umna, Lowever, there are ~many fuch fpiings of werm water;

A ‘wovernt afcent and deflcent brc)ught us to A bﬁ‘dge, which,
about @ mile from Jfari Gerh, cicfl:s the Yumna, hire die
minifaed to a fmall but rapid torrent, The bridze is laid from
one large ftone to another acrofs a chafm, «bout 15 to 16 fiet broad,
through which ‘the ftrecam flows with a viclence that weuld quickly
prove fatal to any one falling into it. Hence the road rifes on the left
bank of. the river, and -pafles through the fm:=ll and p.o«.r \'ilia;e of
Terkels, and among fcattered and ragged ficlds of culiivation, to the
village of Cuphera, which has been a lar_e and ponciou: pl.ce, but is
now in lamentable decay. . There is here a temple to Visoxu, undet
the name of NAc R4{ji; and we fonnd the villazers prepa:ing to carry
the image, with fongs and dancing, to be bathed at Jusmncs/ 4, an avru-
al ceremony: Heve theshills ahout the river open out a liale, though -
there is little cultivatiom or room for any, Pilia is almoft the higheft.
village on the oppolite er right bank, and the whei: 11:& between the
Fumna and Tonfe, faid to be a {pace of 30* cos, is a "vild aud fav age heap’
of rocky barren peaks, and dark 1i:npervious’ raviu.s. Onthe Tonﬂ, how-
ever; even near to it fource, there are manv villa ¢s, and a good deal of
land under cultirre.  The diftunce between the Fumra and Bhdgirat’hf,

% This distadce is in ail brob-bi{ity much exaggerat-d,  huen aniformly fourd distances increased
by report fraqaenily to near doule the 1ruth, ecpe-ially ~han the read was rfificufts the (rue distance
peshaps docs not excced 25 nules Lorizontel disiange—nay, prebably is much less.
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at Lhis point; is fajd miot to exceed one d.v's joutney ; but from Curfah,
the nearelt village to Fumnotsd, thewcouritry, from the one’river acrofs
to the other, we are told isvéry difficult, and the 1oad ‘much longer;
three days’ journey, through i courtry in which there are no inhabi-
tants, nor any fupplies procurable, forming a part ef it. “This, however,
we believed to be exaggeraied, -ds our guides apbear’ Quitc; afraid of
the difficulties of the hills,;and 'delight in commnmcafm« th=ir alarm,
and throwiny all obftacles.in our. “ay. R

PORSUING our way along ridgcs of abmdoncd culiiv.tion, we crofled -
the Changhal-ci-Gid’h; the banks of which are dangerous on either
fide, and one ftepis partxcularly fo, as the, path leads over.a narrow
ledge of rock, over which anothcr proje &s, leaving = height fo infuffi-
cient, as to render it nece[fary to creep, on all fours, to. pafs through
the precipice; A circuitous d: fcent brought us to the village Curfald, -
chiefly in ruins ; and a road fimilar to that Awe,havc of late been ufed
to, brought us to Iidné, the village where we are to remain during the
nizht; it kis been a very fhort day’s joumcy,,and the reafon given,
was, that no refting place for the night intervenes between this village
and that of Curfal, which was ftated to be. 8 cos diftant, and forms
one day’s work of itfelf. ‘ | ‘

IMMEDIATELY oppofite to this village, there is feen the remains of
one very wildly fituated on the brow of a precipice overhanging the |
. Jumna, fully one thoufund feet in height. There is a fcr)."'curious
windiag path-way down its face to the river bed; its name is Cot'har,
and I believe it was, and rémains litle bettér thana den of thieves; -

Fuly 14th.—A paTH, ‘véry fimilar to that of yefterday, led us throu'gl‘r:“ ’
the ruined village of Baria to the confluence of two ﬁrea'rx_is“‘, the Dg.
can-ci.Géd'k and the Bhim-ci-Gidk ; the former a f{mall on¢,’ the latter
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is Jarge and. rapid, and little inferiop in fize to the Fumma ; it rifes in a-
ra,ngc,;we‘arc,told.,i‘that {prings from Suméru Parbat; and we crofs it-
on our way.to.Gangotrl. A fieep afcens at-firft up a bare hill, and after-.
wards through.a fiae old foreft, and.huge fragmcnts of rock, brought us
to an open {pace, on the northern: fide of aridge juft facing Benderpich’h.
From this paint, we enjoyed a far more perfe& view of this:
great mounsain. than. we. have had, or than was likely to
occur again, and, though our clofe. vicinity te:it, and comparatively-

low fituation, a& unfavourably for dxfplaymg the full height, it {tul.
appears: prodigious’

Two lofty and maffy peaks rife high above the reft; deep in fnow,.
from which all the inferior ridges appear to take their rifé ; they are-
cannefled low down by a fharp neck; their South and S. E..
expofure is th‘e leat fleep; and’ bears a gmat depth of pure
unbroken fnow ; little or no rock is feen, except at a féw points in the:
ridge conne&ing the peaks, where it is too fharp and fteep for {now to-
1y, and here it appears of- a red colout; lereand tiiere, lofty preci-
pices.are obferved in the {fnow-itfelf, where the lower parts have melted.
and. the upper mafles have given way, fliding down to the ravines be-
low, leaving a face of fnow feveral hundred feet high, and fhewing:
the depth of that which his accumulated far. ages..

Tre formation and courf¢ of the valley. we havé journeyed.thrq?,.
and the diretion of the ridges, as they break off from this great cen
tre, are from hence ﬁnely traccablc From a point of our right, as we.
look towards the mountiin, a ridge firikes off tothe fouthand wett,
and ends nezarly at the jun&ion of Bhim-ci-Géd*h, with-the Fumna;
this. ridge is called Cuilgru; to the weflt of -this, in our front, another-
large mafs runs down, called, D.mancands, and forms: between itfelf
and the Caslaru, a bafin whence runs a large Rream called the Ointa.

7
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‘Gunga. "Further to the weftward and confiderably to our left, a,range,
conﬁﬁmg of many hngh and xrrcgular ~mafles, takes its immediate rife.
- from Damin? Matha (a continuation ..of Benderpick?) and forms.
. the welern fide of .the valley, cloﬁng up the. view ; ‘between this .
range, and Dumancandi, the ]ummz 1s formed, from many fources in
+the fnow. ‘The Unta gunga unites at the point of a level piece of land
which ﬂretches from the foot of Dumancandz which latter range
. forms thus the dmﬁon betwecn the :wo bafons, and nvers, _whxch’

- are nearly of equal ﬁzc. ,

"THe name - of Benderpﬁc/zlz. pronerly apphes enly to the hxghe‘ﬁ
: peaks of thns mountain ;. all the fubordmarc maﬁes have names mde-

v wor{hlp to the goddefs is performed

Tuovcu -only two are’ i'een tbe top of Benderpﬁch’/a is fald to be
i formed of four peaks, in the cavxty contamed between whxch tradmon
- places a lake or tank of very peculiar fan&uy, no ore hls ever feen
- this pool for no one has ever attempted to afcend thefe prodxgtxous:;
- peaks. Befides the’ phy ficrl dimcumee there is one to be encountered.
: far more concluﬁve to the fuper{huous and blmuly obedlent Hmdu.,
" The goddefs has efpecxa{ly prohxbued any mortal to pafs that fpot ap-';
- pomted for her worﬁnp A fuqeer once m attemptmg to reach _?um- |
the fnow, when he heard a voice enqunmg what he wanted and upon
- his anfwermg, a malfs-of fnow detatched itfelf from the hill fi de, while
the fame voice défired him to defcend and wor{hxp whex:e that reﬁed ;
that Jumna was not to be appréached or mtruded on in’ her receﬁ'es i
‘that he (hould pubh[h this, and return no more nndcr pam of death

IS ] &N

.1 Tufped indeed that this prohibition is unncccﬂary to prwent an_ e[-

lud
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cent, to, or near the tép of any of thefe fnowy peaks. The extreme
fteepnefs, the rugged-na- ure of the rock whére it is bare, and the flip--
pery fmoothnefs of the fnow are, mdependcnt of the extreme hcxghth,,,
snd fatigue to be borne, fuffitient obftacles,.. |

Tie exiftence of fuch a lake refts. therefore entirely oln tradition: »
and probably fome obfcure legend from the §' dstras; for it .would ape
piéar thatall 'tHis'mduntéiﬁbus'-tra& with i's various-cliffs and wvallies, is
frequently. referred to as the fcene-of mythelogic:l ftory, andto one
of thefe tales, this- mountain owes. its name, . Benderpick’h fignifies .
monkey's tail. It is faid that- Hanuman after his. conqueft of Lanca (or.
Calon) when he had fét that iflind . on. fire, by . means. of a
quantity -of- combuftiblé matter . tied . to his. tail, being afraid -
of the flame: reaching and_ confuming - himfelf, was about to .
dip this inflamed tail’ in the fea to extipguifh it; but the fea .
remonftfated ° wnh htm on account of the probable” confequences. .
t6 the numerous inhabitants . of . its- waters;. whereupon, Hanus .
man plungcd it m _this, lake, which ever since has retained the.
ngme~ — The zcmmdars, aver, that every .year, in the. month.
Phdlgun a single monkey comes from _the pluins, by way of Haridwar-
and afcends the higheft peak of this. mountain,- where, he remains one..
twelve month, and then returns only to give place to another; but he
réturns in very forry plight, being reduccd nearly to a fkeleton, with~
the lofs of all his hair iynd great portion of his {Kin, . '

Luvmc thxs flation we defcended a..wooded. and . ﬂowery path,..
croﬂing feveral fmall nullahs, and pafling the fite of an old village,.
w'fhcrc there were fome fine old walnut-trees; around this, there was.
fomc culnvzxtxon, very backward of wheat, and a grain called Papera ; ;
and we {iw feveral” very lirge flocks of {heep, the wool of which, like -
that,of all this part of the country, is ¢xtremely coarfe, 'We foon afier
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croﬁ'ed the Unta Gunga, by an o 'd’ and rotten but better ce)nlh'u&ed i
brxdge than ufual ; the river roars in a cataract of conﬁdcrablc herghth
a'grear way below with much noif€. " The village waazt is clofe to
this bridge ; a fhort afcent led us“torit.” If'is the highelt village in- this' -
glen, and is ﬁtuated on-the bank of the Unta Gunga, 150 feet above its -
fiteanr, and fiear the extremity of the’ p‘lam bcfdre fpokcn of, “as form= -
ing the point berween the *']umrm -and: Untaz Gunga; this plain is of
confiderable ‘extent, it may contain 206 acres,’ “and “is “well ‘cultivited §
there were feveral villages upon it, but now; the remains of two, beﬁdeﬂ :
Curfal, oniy are vifible." This laft"is lirge and" to'erably neit, and
probably popu}ous ; but at preféncit is full of thc mhabxtams of all thc
' nelghbourmrwilages, who' have brouvh( thé”images ‘of" théir gods to*
bathe: The chief mian of the'village; mrh‘ihe pundxt‘s and brihmins of
Fuinnotrs, attended by a grcatnumber of botH fexes, came out to meet*
us. The pundit; a mean and” dirty loakmg fellow clad %\mﬁ the reft mn
coarfe blarikets, came forward, and mﬁft‘ed on' maﬂuno' my‘ forehead’
with the facred yellow, a ccremony which I’ ‘fubmitted to with a good‘
grace as foa hwh compliment, and”’ whith ' was eagerly fought for by*
the hindu attendants, who; as well as the Seana and moft of the vﬂlag-
ers, received’ t‘he blcfﬁng after me, and “we al[ procceded to our™
qugxtcrs. - ' .
Tm: annual ccrcmony of ca carrymg the’ images of their gods to wa{h
in the facred fiream of the Yusina, is, it appears,‘one of much folemnis
ty among the inhabitants of the neighbourhood ; 'and’ the coucomfé ()f'L
people now affembled here has: been‘ buﬁly enaaoéd, in- domg
hohour “to it : They - “darice "to~ “the found “of ﬁranne muﬁc,
and get drunk’'6n'a fort of vile: fpmt brewed’ here from gram  and - par.
ticular roots, fom ‘times fhafpened, as it is faid, 'Ey pepper. The dince’
is moft grotefque and favages-a multxtude of ‘men taking ‘hands fomc. -
times in.a circic and fometimes in line; beatmo lime ‘with their fcet, .
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. bend, with one accord firlt nearly to -the earth with their faces, then
backwards, then fideways, with much gnmace and ‘many contortions.
Thcfe, and theJr wild drefles of black and grey blmkcrs,ﬂgne; a peculxar
alr of brutal femcxty to tbe aﬂ'cmblage. B

THE men dance all day, and m thc evemng thcy Are. Jomed by ‘the
zwomen who mxx mdlfcnmmatclv thh thcm, and kcep up, the danc:nm
.and mtoxxcauon till latc in the mght. L

Tﬂgv contmue this frantrc wor(hxp For many daye ; and in truth At
+-bears much’ ﬁmlhtudc to their general manngrs and h'xbx{s-fatagc and.
anconﬁﬁcnt. At a place fo 1. acrcd where th;re are fo:many, brabmms,‘

and whlch 1§ the rcfort of p}p\xs p;lgqnys, it-might be cxge&ed that. a.
‘ananops and au’tenues cnjomed by it, would be pam{:ularly remarL—‘
able; here, howcvcr{ much is met w;th {hockmg even to .thefe hin-
dus who are leaft bxgoxcd All claﬁ'es and caﬂs of people, brahmins,
not even cxceptcd, cat every iort of mear, fave: ‘beef, apd I believe
fowls, and drmk fpmtuous hquor:s even to excefs F ow]s are in plenty
in thxs and the ncwhbourmg vxllagcs, ar;d they wcre even qffqrcd to.me
~as prefents by the z° mindars, which could not havc been the cafe, had,
_they been held in abhorrence. | I was alfo furprifed at.their indiffer-
 ence, as o ‘what might have appeared, and certaiply would in_the law
country, be deemed polluuon to their temples. Thev themfelvcs
_pointed out the. outer-raom of a temple or. place of; Worﬂ’llp for the ufe
of the kitchen ; and faw with perfe.ét compofurq a muflulman fervant,
kill in it the fowls they had themfelves provxded apd drefs them for.
dmner. o1 Lnow not xf the place was in general ufe.for worﬂnp, it was
-old and in bad Tepair; but even toa ruined temple, the hindu of the:_
Zplams would probab y p.y more rc{peét than fuffer fuch aufe to bc:
~made of ity The drels of the people before alluded to is, in fa8, the

IS
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fama we have obferved: through the whole country,. after’ leaving. the
lower parts. of Sirmor;.a jacket or drefls of blanket, tying lik¢ the
‘cemmon hindu angerka, around the wailt and open down' the nght
breaft, light in the body and on' the arms, but with fhort {Kirts all
round, very ample, and-gathered in- folds like the Scotch phelibeg ;:
around their waift they-wear a -cemerbend, éither of woollen ftuff,
or of rope formed of goat’s hair neatly plaited. They wear drawers-
or trowfers very loofe to the calf of the leg, but tighter, and falling
in.numerous creafes, to the hcal a piece of blanket ftuff, fomewhat
: hgbtcr tban the reft, is worn round the fhoulders like the Scotch plaid,
and is ufed to keep the body dry, or the head from the heat a3 rain
or fun may require 3 on their head they wear a black cap. of hair or,
wool fitted to the fcull, and ending in a {mall pomt. The wool from.
which they manufaéture. thefe cloaths, is of extreme coarfenefls; very.

far inferiar to that met within Bifeker, or any of the hill ftates to the
weftwayd, which fometimes was wove into blankets of confi dcrablc;
beauty and finenefs their colours are only two, a dark. brown, and_
the common dirty grey ; the former isaffeQed chiefly by the men of ]
fuperior rank and means; not a rag of cotton cloth was feen ; and the
drefs of the women in no wife differed from that of the men, * except
that fometimes their heads were covered with a handkerchief blue or
checkcd and they wore beads of glafs or pewtcr in as great profuﬁon

as they could obtain them; and 6angles of the fame meral oF grcat

ﬁze, round thelr arms and ancles. '

"Tue perfonal appearance of thefe’ people is much'the fame as that
of the Bifeheris about Ramptr ~ and Serin. ' They have {tout ‘well’

built figures are frequently very fair,
eyes of en blue, and their hair and beards curled, and of a 'light or

—,

/——'
* They woie fomething like ‘*’d‘lg ( jnftead of the t:owfcn,
. 1D

whnch (he men drcfled in..

, .

though much fun burnt; thelt o
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red colour. They feem admirably calculated to be formed into fol=
‘diers for a hilly region. Here and there traces may be'detected of the -
Tartar features, the.fmall eye, high cheekbones and meagre muflachios,
but they are not {ufficiently prevalent to give rile to the idea of any |
confiderable intercourfe or intermixture. The language is ftill Hin.-
duflant, and though fill very bad, it is rather more intelligible, than
that generally heard in Bifeher. -

" On making enquiry refpe&ing the diftance from this place to ]’um.i
viotri, the nature of theroad, and the poffibility of paffing the night
there, we were informed, that it is fix cos, of very bad and rough’
road in the riverbed ; but that there is another route confiderably
longer with a fevere-afcent, which is fometimes ufed, when the river
is too h’igh to pafs; but there is no ‘placé to pafs the night in; We-
however believed the difficulties as ufual exaggerated, and determined
to carry the necefluries fufficient to enable us to remain a night, as I
was ex'ceedingly anxious to attempt reaching at all events fome elevata
ed {pot on the mountain, both to judye of its ftructure, and to make
obfervations from.

~ Tar morning was exceflively cold: the heighths were clear, but clouds -
bung all around on the lower regions. Leaving every muﬂ'ulmé'n fe-
poy,‘ihc whole of the hindus fet out on this pious errand ; and the
. Jumnotri pandit, with fome other brahmins, led the way : we pafled
the backward and green corn land, and entered fumna’s bed;
the flream here is not large, but very rapid; we crofs it
on a ftick, and the path here becomes dangerous and difficult,
in fa@ there is no track; but we proceededin the bed of the
fiream, croffing and re-éroﬂing it as the lofty overhanging
rocks on cither fide ju:ted into it and alternately oppofed our progrefs.
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By one of thefe Wc were at laft compelled to mount;- and: fcrambled
up through a ihickly tangled wdod of forelt trees;''dwarf bamboos -
and creepers, frequently beholden to the roots and branches for our-
fooring, till we reathed the point of a fieep crag) on which is placed a

" fmalt templé‘, fucred to Bu AIRAM)T, The 'pla?:%: ‘is faid‘to be half way
from the village, and Baairamjr’ is underfloed td be-the avant courier
of Fumna; and it is hi¢ duty to announce thofe who come’ to worfhip
her. His temple merely conlfifts of a few loofe ftones, and is not three
feet high. There is noimage; but it contains a number of pieces of
iron, with one, two, or more. {harp peints; fome twifted and fonie
plain ; 4 fmall brafs canopy hung in the center; a fmall lamp and bell
of the fame metal, which is rung during worfhip. Here the officiating’
brahmin fard 4 long prayer with fome fervency, ringiﬁg the bell.and.
offering flowers, (which where alfo prefented by the attendants) thus-
propitiating the deity towards the ftrangers. The place is curioufly

. chofen—very wild and gloomy, : '

Tue defcent to the river from hence is more dangerous than even;
the afcent, leading in fome places.along the face of the rock, where the.,
want of natural.footing is remedied .by: ldying fticks along upon the :
roots of trees, or pins driven into the fiffures of . the ftone.. When we
reached the river bed again, the laborioufnefs and difficulty of pro.
ceeding wai greater than-below ; the water was more confined and the
defcent quicker; the current more ftrong and the cafcades more fre.:
quentand greater in heighth ; while, in conftantly crofling and re-croffing -
the water, its cold (having juft left the ice) was {0 intenfe, as nearly to
benumb the joints. We foon reached the fpor, pointed out from bé-
low as Fumnotri, but it was not the facred branchs. here! tivo fireams
joincd the yﬁmha,'arid the rccks are more open ;than below.: .From.
henee, though completely at the foot of this higher regioh of the monn=
tain, the' peaks of fnow are feen towering above us; agescady :to, @vetn,
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 wibeltn us-5; andinsfach; the bed.of the river is hére Gopt up by. . pro-
djgions,mafy.of, .{gow,, which, has ca.mcdcc}pvm with it 2 mjghty ruin of .
rock and foil,, ! Erom,. wadsr: this. mafs, of fnow» one, fiream
flowss-andijust:abpke hedidk-paife Gunga,equal to. the, branch which-
resains; the mweaftbe Sumpa, rufhes down in a broken, catara& from. -
thé ravjne& of fngw.d §fqm(hence turniqg to, thg left, and clambering,

}Wmomq BRI ,)" v Tl e - AT A
}).. '...,», oo 'u,.; :;1 J ERT Y ,'3 Lo

Tuz fpmﬁ which obteingethiemame, & in: fact 18 ¥oFy ﬂmﬂz d;ﬁance-
fiom the: placd wihere the - various.fumilk firecams - whichy, ar¢|. farmed o
the. mountaisribrow, | by« the: mrelting: of mwany ‘mafles of {now, wnite.
andsfallhtodsbalop belpw: ta this bifeni however, there, way no ace
cels, tar:immediatelyabove this fpot the rocksagain approaghover the
fiyeam. though their heighth.is lefs. formidable than:below, .and bas:
further progrefs in the torrents bed ;.2 mafs of fhow, blocks up, .
the further exiremity of this pafs, and the river iffues from underit:
beoween. the'itwo: rocky. banks, thebeeaft of the mountmib- appéars
ahd- clofes the. view, of vivid' greén, amd; furrowed by. time intos
numberiefs ravines, down which dre feen-- trmk&mg the .various fources

of this. branch .of the jfzém%m - ' -

Socln e, BR 6 Lo . ’ . ot
Arr.the plade. wheneoit is- cufﬁomary toperfom ablmxon; rher rock o
the LN cEvhde.of -the rivedsisivery fleep, and feemsof the fame nature:
ay thit which Ims'been: noticeds: at: dfani-Gerh;' appatently quarzofgy
and chiefly.whitey bt texhibiiing. a “varjety - of. {Hades.-and -colours..
The : fRsuchure bleenthat tood Lminar, and f1pm, between the laminag
run-fevegal; ftreafnsrofswatm: water. There; ar¢ -feveral other:
fourcés :.mansl oned: paracularly;: whercs {prings.sa. column of a:
veryo.gonfideralile . fize, fituated in - tbe: bed -of -the river .between
twovirge \fenespands over ity fabw.a: Gream- of . the river (warers
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This water is much - hotter than that before taken notice
of at Afars Gerh, as well as in greater quantity ; the hand cannot be
borne in it for 2 moment, and it emitsa very confiderable quantity of
vapour. I could not deteét the leatt acidity to the tafte, nor any ful-
phurcbus, or other fmell : it was perfecly pure, tranfparent and tafte-
lefs. A great quantity of a red cruft, which feemed to confit of an
oxid of iron, with fome gritty earth, covered all the ftones around.
and under the ftream, and was to all appecarance dapofited by the

water. Thisby expofure to the air, hardened. into a perfect, but very
. porous ftone; whilft below the water it was frequently mixed with a.
flimy fubftance of a very peculiar charadter; very tenacious ;. of a
dull light yellow colour, fome what like Ifinglais: it was certainly as.
well as the above defcribed cruf, produced from the water,. for it
eovered the ftones, over which the ftream ran, and was very abundant..
Thefe warm {prings are of great fan@ity, and the fpot for bathing is
at the point before mentioned, where the cold and. warm.water mingle.
and form a pool about milk warm. The fprings have all particular
names fuch as Gauri Cund, Terbet Cund, &c. and as ufusl fome, fu-
perftitious tale is related of theirorigin.. It is faid, that the fpirits. of
the 12 Rishis, or holy men who followed Mahd. Deo from Lanca,
after the ufurpation of the tyrant Ravan, to the Himdla range, in=
habit this rock, gnd continually worfhip that Divinity; why this fhould. '
produce warm water, is not quite fo clear. Here however, all the
people bathed. while the brahmin faid prayers and received his dues..

ALuosT every fort of ftone and rock, which we"have feen in our’
courfe through the hills,is obferved i in the bed,.and on the banks of
the upper part of the Fumna. Of thcfe, two predominated, that firft .
met with in the courfe of the Paber, mlargc rounded maﬂes, was par-:
ticularly plentiful, confifting or compofed of much mica, quartz, and.

1E.

4
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coarfe fand or grit wi;h abundance of a hard black fubflance, probably
hornblende. The mafs is of various, but generally great hardnefs,
and I believe, it is a fpecies of true * granite,

Tuz other next abundant, was that white laminated rock, from which
the hot-water trickles, and which has been called quartz;
at is met with of yellow, red and greenifh tinges, but always
in lamina. Skiftus or {late, of every fort, micaceous, and coloured
of every tint, and of all degrees of hardnefs; grey, red, whiteifh
and blueifh, is alfo abundant, and always plendifully weined with -
quartz. This flone, is by far the moft common and plenti-
full all over thefe hill. There was no lime-ftone, evident, unlefs
fome fpecimens of the white laminated rock refembling mar-
ble, be of a calcareous mature, which is not improbable; but I had not
an acid of any fort as a teft, and have to regret my incompetency to
{peak with any degree of pofitive certainty on rhinélfalogical fubje@s.

_ Doring the eourfe of our tour, it was peculiarly obfervable, that the
roéky and more abrupt faces of the loftieft hills, in the. whole extent
from the plains to the fnowy range, pointed in a north wefterly direc-
tion; but varying very much, according to fityation and circumftances ;
and that the oppofite faces, though always rough and eunequal, were
more floping and lefs precipitous: tms difpofition was more confpica-
ous anddi in&, the further we entered the hills and the ‘nearer we
approached the high rocky peaks of the foowy range.

Ir was alfo obvious that the ftruure of thefe rocks was fratified ;
- fometimes confifting of different kinds of ftone, at others apparenty
of the fame fort exhibiting merely this tendency in the formation and
fra&ure. Thefe firata were always at an angle with the horizon ; dif-

—? 1 thiok that fome part of this rock was belicved to be Sienire.
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fering ‘materially in its elevation, but gegerally about 45 degrees; and
moft frequently pointing iti” a“line from noith eaft, to fouth weft.
“This formation was pccuharly evident in the rocks formmg the banks,
of tlns part of the Fumna, -

It would be pleafing to Ipeak of the vegetable producions of this
remote fpot, but here I am equally unable as in geological enquiries, to
{atisfy fcientific curiofity. Thofe trees and fhrubs which are met with
- ghrough the whole range of this hilly trac, are alfo feen here, and there
are feveral additions, which could they be botanically defcribed, might
be interefting. OF pines, thofe which refemble the filver and fpruce
&ir,as well as one perfe&ly refembling the Weymouth pine with two -
forts of Larch, are found; the birch, and a fpecies of the {ycamore,
oak of feveral forts, with a great profufion of trees and plants cover the
rocksand hills, to the extent of the woody region; the ftrawberry,
both the common fcarlet, and the alpine forts, and fine and large of their
" kinds, with rafpberry and blackberry bufhes, were very abundant ; and
here for the firft time I recognized the black currant bufh.
The fround leafed rhubarb we allfo faw, but I could not
find, that the natives ufed it medecinally. The . Gord’has ufed
gheir roots as a poultice, to apply to bruifes and hurts. The pundit
prefehtcd me with an herb of peculiar and very pleafant fmell which
he pulled from off the bare rocks, at the higheft part of one day’s
journey, it was called Malu and is confidered facred; it was very {mall,
not growing above 2 - ‘to 3 inches in hexghth, with a {mall bunch of
Jeaves refembling fennel,

Our return down the bed of the river wis rendered fully more dif.
ficult and dangerous, by an’ mcreafc which.had taken place in the ﬁze

of the ftream, ﬁncc we afcended. - i
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Suppex fluGuations of the fize of the river are very common with<
~ out any immediately apparent caufes; and they are to. be ‘looked for
in the changes of the atmofphere, which take place very rapidly in.
thefe hills, and have a fpeedy effe& on the (now,. and confequently on
the many fources of the river; partial falls of rain- toe occafion a:
quick, but momentary rite.. Even when low, the '&angen of the path
are confiderable, and.I am confident, that. by this. road, it would be
impoflible to reach the place, was. the river at all higher than' we found
#t. Though trifling in-detail, the obftacles are numerous and ferioud
in practice, and it is the firft day’s - march we have made, where I thought
the danger and difficulty confiderable..

Whaen.we arrived at the village, enquiry was made refpeding the-
Toute to Gungotr, and it. appeared their were two. ways. The one
would carry us back 3 day’s march on.the road we came, add- croffing-
the country between the Fumna and Ganges, where it is. narrow, would
take us to Barahat. on the banks of the Bhdgirat'si ; this would occupy.
4 days, and Gungotriis called 8 more from them, but the_ road is very-
eafly, and provnﬁ.ons and neceflaries plenty.

Tue other road'vit'is% faid goes over a high-country, through fnow;.
i was. firlt-called four days, but now allowed.to.be only 3 day’s journey-
from.hence to the. next inhabited fpot;.the whole way defert and.
dreary; but perfectly pratticable. Butboth Govinp Butsur, the-Seana
of the village, and all the zemindars who knew.the pathr earneftly dif«
. uaded me from making the attempt. They fay; that during. the chief

part of two-day’s march, in crofling a high fnowy hill; they meet a.
pmfon in the air, which fo affe€ts the travellers, partlcularly thofe who-
- carry, laads;_thatthey becoEne fenfelefs, lay down, and are ineapable-
- of maion. They cannot account for.this phcenomenon; butbclicve
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it to progeed from the powerfal perfume of myriads of flowers which
cover the fmall valleys on the hill fides;, but they g};cm&qlxes; afg oot
apparently; fatisfied wiih. this explanation of the difﬂqulty.

On refle&ing on every circumfitance which had paﬁ'ed and wetghmv '
thefe now laid before me, I determm;d to attg:mpt this dangerous routc.

- July 16th —We left Curfali at 6 oclock and croffing the U' nta
. . €angd a few furlongs, above the bridge began our afcent which leads
us tbrouoh variaus jungle to Sénapalz-ca-bhar, whence a noble vxew
would be obtained, but for the ufual circumftance of mift overfpread-
ing the country around 3. birch-wood .was very plentiful on thig q(cgexjt,
litle differing from the common birch of Europe ; the leaf is Jarger,
though of the fame {hape, and it is not fo fragtant as.the bemuful .Qre
“nament of the Scotch-woods.

Frow tience we continued our afcent up a«fiéep - hilt face covered
with {host grafs, fmall mountain flowers and ftunted bufhes, which
gaveit a ‘ft'ro_r:ig; fimilarity to many of the brown hills of Scotland.
And hereindeed | firlt difcovered their own chara@eriftic plant,
the true Azath, or heather ; it is not exalily the fame fpecies as that, moft
common in the highlends ; its {mall leaves cover the fiem, in four rcgu-
lar rows upwards, fo'as to give it a fquare appearance ; -its bell is delt-
cate and white ; andat fome diftance it is very fimilar, fave that it has

not that bloommg purplc glow, that gives. the mountains their rich

colours. lFhave feen it however growing among the other fpecxcs,
though not abundant. Here too that beautiful bird, the Peacock-

» pheafant was feen and beard in  greater numbers, the higher we rofc, ,
and might have been taken for Groufe in their own Heather.

Sy P

3
® The bird is call-d indifcrimina ey Retrdl or Mowd!..by the n: tives, aud is ope of: very un :om@n
beanty. The cock bird has a bady of dark gloffy blue ; the neck and breaft thining with purple and gold, )
A that of a peacock, - On the h:ad he carries a creff of fevéiak feathem, which iotm 1} &mng phams g, .

1B

"
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“Tae afcent fréx.n"a."énaﬁali, to Dig Dhar is fteep and irregular, lead-
ing over many high peaks, and continues along the brink of a very
deep precipice, the bottom of which was however not in view, from
the thick fog that filled the vallies and erveloped the heighths ; our
path is good but tirefome, from dipping and afeending frequcntly.
Bendcr-puch/z lies on our left hand.

when flying, bis bck uncovered by the wings, thews white; and.he fpreads a tail of reddith browa feathers.
« His note is a peeu'ing and very meligw whittle ; Lie frequents the highe®, coluct, and leat acc:fible peaks ;
. and it appears that the higher we afiend, «nd the nearer we approach the fuow, the more frequenily they
are met with, the more numetous theyare. Yo te-day’s march, we have found more than on any preceding
- og¢; but they cannot be covfidered as atall abundant,  The hen bird is of a fpeckled brown colour, a litle
Jargee han the  Heath bew, (the female of the black or wood groufc,) and has much of her appearance,

¢ Their ﬂcfh, pamcularly that of she young ones, is very delicate, and as much of shé game Havoor,

No game.,of any fort, is found in plenty xn-thefe remote hills; nor in fa®, are any rpecm of animal in

" wild-Rate feen in any abandanc: ; but there are feveral foris of deer-now and thea met with, and of thefe

pethaps the en/k deer is the moft remarkable.  They are fcarces evea than other kind:, bccaufc the valuable
_ding ‘hcy aff 11d, senders them an obje@ of more cager requefl,

‘The muofk, it is.wdll known, is cpntained.in a,liquid flate,in » bag, at.or-aear the ndvel of the anims), and
is 1aken from it juft as it is found, with that part of the' fkin attached in which the bag is formed. A fmall
hollow fick is introduced, communicating wir 1o the-mukk, till it diies, and the whole is -tied” round with a

. fiucw of she anigal, o this faic the whale {calied a ¢ miufk nafa ur mufk pod?) is fold; Akin, finew and
all, for abont twice its weight in Gilver, and is very highly prized in the country, 1t iv- faidy shat the bag

* containing the mufk, moft be extealted from vhe animal, whileyetalive; a5, if ke dies, € ie. killed-it diffi-

- pates, or is Je-abfgxbed into hiLl.;ody. th-r¢fore he js never fhot,_but faased alwe, and it is commop, when
itis .known, that a mufk deetis on a neighbousing hill, t turn out the count'y to haunt him” dewn, From
the great value of this c- mmodity,-it 4s-natural 10 foppufe thiit in is ﬁeqmﬂtty -adultegated, and accoedingly
', this indone by injeQting a portion of the aniwals blos § ioto the bag, while the mudk is yet liquide Thus in
pmchzﬁng shis drvg, mach caaticn is requite; I has been fiid, thar the quangjy p odoced of this diug is

" {malt; the mufk podsere commonly feat to the g.lutf of raja, cither as prefeits-or at s.certain .mate, 40 liew

. of fo much tibures A fmall part is bought by the low couit:y merchants, who find their way to the hilly,

" and who receive mok, opism, iron, &e. &c. in retarn for the cloth, fagar, &c. which they bring; but, om

* the whole, ‘there can be no great annual fupply 5 and if the hills to the fouth -caftward pédace.the animal

« .in no greafer abpadance than thofe that lie between the Alacananda and Setlej, the market 9noeveq be
fnpphed, far lefs glu_ted, with genuine m&. ’

anotlm fon of deer is called by the nmvu the gary’l, and this nthenn!y “fort that has-falles under oue
own obfervation, ‘It is dark brown and of lhe-ﬁzq of a‘rocbuck, asd-has hotns refembling’ that.animal’s,
-. fom 6 inches to a foct in length, fherp at.theis points, apd rongh as the lower extiemities s it is extgigly
. atiive, and was only feen vpon impralicable peecipices, “ .

. ©f other snimals we only faw the haras, and were informed of their exiftonce opon cnqmrv, to vh:ch we
were lcd by fecing thefe horns in large numbers hong up in, and sbout their temples  Fhis is 2 univerfal
. cofom, and cvery -fpecics of animal that casrics fuch weapoos contributes tv thus osnamenting thefe holy plae

N -
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ReacHiNGg a point called Gérmi-cé-G'hét, we defcend into Cirmie
«i-Gad’h which has its rife by two fources in Malaci-Tibz, and joins
the Bkim-ci-Gdd’h sbout one mile below, to the right. A weary afcemt
and unpleafant path along the hill face, carried.us.te a point just above
Bhim-ci Gid'h, inte the bed of which we defcended along -a hilt
face, covered with fern, the lower part of which was {cantily cloathed
‘with fhaggy birch; from the time we loft Sinapali-ci-Dhir, we were
beyond the region where woed can grew, and it is only in the lower-
parts of thevalley, jult on the nullab’s banks, that we-again-difcevered
4t re-appearing in this thin Runted biroh ; .we have paffed much fnow
in the clefts and hollows, though the read has not aétually led over it. -

.- Taxs Bhim-6i-Gadh-here, -is largerthan the Jumna at Curfali, but it
thas every .appearancé of having been temporarily {welled by a fall of
«ain which has been heavy to.day.in the mouatains ; it is very.muddy,
s;and extremely .rapid, . - | ;

A1s-the hills here ‘fccn;éhr}tpt to the fouth, and point -their firata
an-dire&ions between S, W. 20,and S. E. 2q0; inclined to the plane of

g

-Ces § even qame horns have their place, - One fort we obfecved were very remafkable ; when of a mid.
" ling fize, they ae-ar leaft:3 fect long, they grow near cach orhgprat rheirbafe,rand fatl backwatds -with 4
»bold femicircular cusve and diverging from each other gradually ; on theunper curved fide there  are artie
. culations, from 2 to-3 inches diftant from each other, the whole way From § the bafe to the top,
“The matives f1y; thet thefe diorns sge the pusdare of s snimel pariaking-of she appesrance - both #F the
. deer and the goat, but more particulatly refembling the latter ; that it is large, as.may be inferred from hia
%esns, and thatit is only foond-in the mott remote, inaccelible,. and coldeRt parts of the hills; that in the
~depth of winter, when-the vey vfallie: are covered with Anow, which -indeed -vemains on thearfor.g or'§
months, this animal comes down almoft o the very villages, with herds of other fpecies.; it seiums as the
Yoow-melts, 1o its fiftnefles, snd about dhis feafon irfeldom feea, The natives call i(™ Burs? ; its fkin is faro
-mifhed cusiovfly with a thick foft elatick hair, and forms a comfortable bed to die 0.1, ‘They are accuftome
«d ta place its harns net only in temples, but on the graves of fuch ss wese in ‘their lives efteemed holy;
end appear (o atrach to them fome myfterious charm. “We found one pair on our route, “which had beeq
placed st ahe {pot wheee.a man had perifhicd in the fnow; they were quite defirayed by the -affet -of wese
‘ther., : : :

* Barel, fee.Mooxuuori's tour, 4. R.'Vol, 12th ; there caa be Litrle doubt, bat ic is the Argaliy
OO ammen, — Secselery.
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the horizon at an angle nearly fimilar to that before obferved (45 de-

grees ;) fuch are the hills forming the north fide of the glen; ihofe

on the fouth fide, prefenting their northern fides to us, are more round-

ed and fmoother than ordinary, covered with green and brown, as if
there was much heather ; much fnow upon them towards their tops,
and large fcaurs of black and whire rocks, fireak their breafls, where

the fnow or thé rain has bared them of foil ; the very fkirts, are fring-’
ed fcantily with ftunted wood, whence run green flopes covered with
fern and a beautiful fort of thiftle, throngh which burft a profufion of

flowers of every hue, and in a deep- floney bed, wmdmg tbrough this.
green valley, runs the Bhfm- d—Gadlx.

' Wk continuéd along the fiream for fome time; aad paficd a fpot; .
where for feveral furlongs the water runs under a large mafs of fnow-
that fills up the bed: entirely. Beyond this, the valley opens-
‘out confiderably, difplaying a- pretty wide extent of rich:
verdure, though. fnow is all around; indeed for nine months
of the year, the’ bottom of the valley itfelf is covered with itn.’
Thus no cultivation ‘can be attempted; but the vegetation
1s rapxd and luxuriant, affording pafture to large fiocks of {heep which
are driven here at this feafon, .

- 'We {oon came to our encamping ground, which - ie near the top of
the glen, a little tvay from the bridge of fnow. A.cave, under a large
ftone called Bfkim.cd-Udar, ferved asa covering; under this and-a few

‘ﬁmxlar rocks, our party to the numbeér of 6a or. morc, conmvcd to
accommodate themfelves.. : :

We have reachied the top- of the valley of Bhim-ci-Géd'h, and are in
the heart of the fnow ; the hills which form the valley, arccontinuous
with the range of fnowy peaks, that quite clofe to us in front, bound
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our vnew. A rocky ridge divides the large femicircle before us into
two parts ; in the back ground of that on the left hand, the ‘eaftern
peak cf Bender- uch’lz rifes to a prodigious henghth while from its bae
~fom ftretches down a large hollow of deep fnow, cut into ravines, and
precipices of a fearful heighth, The mountain itfelf exhxbxts one
. huge fnowy mafs, without {peck or flain,

-On the right, Suméru Parbat, a peak hardly inferior to Bender-puch’a, |
forms the center of a fnowy hollow, as rugged and deep as that to the
left; from each of thefe, ftreams arife, which unite, and form Bhim.
ci-Gdd'h st a very fhort diftance from hence. As we were bui a very
fhort way from thefe hollows of fnow, we obtained a better idea than
we had any opportunity to do before, of the va(t thicknefs to whxch
it has accumulated.

Tue hill people aflured me, that it muft be 500 cubits, while I was -
loofely. fuppofing to one of them, that the face of one of the precipi-
ces of fnow was 300 feet ; this thews the opinion the natives entertain,
but indeed only the wildeft conjeéture can be offered, for what mortal
can ever reach them ; they arc defolate, cheerlefs, and unapproacha-

ble;

Tue journey. of to-day, is the firk which has been totally defert;
not a houfe, nor a hat, nor any veftige of cultivation, nor trace of man,
hasany whete appeared ; it has been decfolate throughout; but the
hills have been particularly verdant, and the palture very rich; not
_ only a variety of graffes covered thé¢ ground, but a profufion of the.
lovelieft. Aowers burfting through this green carpet gave the liveliet
cife&t to every {lope and bank ; the beauty of the thiftles and ferns,
was pamcularly confpicuous, and cowflips, polyanthufes, orchifes and-
' : 1G
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lillies of every colour and fpecies were in great profufion. Among:
other fhrubs, to-day we remarked the common juniper, eafily recog-.
nifed by its berries and {mell,

July 17.—Tur morning was cold and foggy ; by a little after dhy light; .-
we were in motion, and continuing ourcourfe to the very top of the glen,
crofled Cingl-ci-Gad’k, juft as it leaves the boforn of fnow below Bender-
puc/z’/z, upon a bridge of ice;: hence crossing the point formed by the-
jun&lion of the two water courfes, we pafled many of the fmall ftreams
that form this eafternmoft branch of the Bim ci-Gad’k, and commenced:
a very difficult afcent along the principal one which falls here from a.
large mafs of fnow and continues to run underit; this was an exceeds.
ingly painful part of our road, as the afcent was very fteep and flippery.
The ground was here bare and the grafs ftunted, yet there were fill
plenty of flowers; a litle further on, vegetation. decreafes
ftill more; hardly any. thing being feen, where the ground
is bare of fnow, fave a fcanty green flime and brown mofs;.
like that found on barren- -damp grounds: A bafon or hollow was
hére formed in the- mountain of fnow; and the ruins. of the- peaks
around, heaped on- each other. It was . exceedingly cold, and a.
moderate warmth even, was. only. preferved by the toilfome exercife
of climbing thefe heighths. Many of the cooleys, and feveral
of the fepoys, both Gork’hz and Mewati now began to lag; and
wcrc.hardly able to proceced, and every onc compliined- of. the
poifon’d wind. I'now began to fufpeét that this fuppofed. poifon- was.
nothing more than theeffeé; which the rarefied flate of the air, from
the great-heighth.we have reached, has on the lungs, and this fup-.
pofition 1-was led to frame from my own fenfitions; I could hardly.
command ftrength “enough to climb the fteep rocky path, and experien-
ced in breathing ‘much difficulty and 3dppre{ﬁon, as \f there were an ine
" fufficiency of air, Ido not. thihk we could. long have borncit, had
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the afcent continued much further. In this bafon we paffed a fmall
poal of water, held very facred; its name is Mdtri.ci-Tdl, and
from it the chief fiream of Bhim-ci-Gadk ifflues: it is filled with
ice and furrounded with fnow..

From hence we- pafled over another hollow and fteep afcent of
ﬁmo'w, which lies deep on maffes of bare rock, and reached the top of
the ridge called Banféri-ca-Ghit. The cold was very great, and it
was painful'to remain any time in ina&ion, yet every one was indifpof-
ed to move, and a-tendency to {léep was very perceptible. The moa
ment that any one who complained much- of the oppreffion at breaft
lay down;. he inftantly dropt afleep, and was with difficulty roufed.

Eating a-few. mouth-fulls gave a flight relief, but nothing materially:

alleviated it, nor was any one free from the geperal fymptoms of des
bility. . ' ‘

I¥ the line can be drawn with any ~dégreé‘ of exaftnefs, the bottom ofi’

this afcent appears the extreme heighth to which vegetation extends.
At the top, there is not even the dull. mofs or- lichen feen below; the

fiones are bare and unchanged, except by the air; and no fign of life

appears, except a few retnals, and thefe flew toggther in coveys.

" THis being probably the highett point to which. we were likely tO;
afcend, I took particular notice of the rocks which compofed the
mountains : -fragments.of which chiefly- formed the ridge we flood up-

" on. . They were principally.the fame -as thofe remarked in the: bed .

of the Fumna,

Taat hard flone! formed of white and black materials, and firt

met with in"the Pzber’s bed wis moft abundant ; micaceous fchift much.
. weined with quartz;.and a fort of moderately hard blueifh ftone, much.
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pervadgd vmh fhmmg particles, and common in all rivulets at "homs,
with feveral icfs remarkable forts, lay in varying quantities all around.
I think alfo I faw that common fort called whin ﬁone, but in no great
quantity. During the fhort Opportumt{es anrded me by partial open-
ings in the fog, T took particular note of the neareft and higheft cliffs in
yiew ; and as far as the glafs could determine or be trufted, th.y con-
4ift of the fame kinds of rock as thofe found in the route we have gone
over to-day, and juft now defcribed; the colour, the {hape and fracture,
is fimilar : white, red, reddifh yellow, black and blue, at times in fira
ta, at times in f{hapelefs malles; but the primary formation of the
hills is always ftratified ; the- angle of elevation, and the direftion of
thefe ftrata, is cver the fame.

" Tue ridge in which is '-Baryu'rﬁ Ghat, is continuous with Banfiri-
cz”-Dﬁér, which fweeps down to thebfou'thward in feveral peaks from
Sumeru Parbat, and 1s thus conneéted with Bender-puch’h ; beyond the
ghat to the fouthward, it rifes into feveral high peaks, and is lot in
Bacr# ci-Dhdr, Panda Raffu, &c. The weltern fide is that which we
afcended, the eaftern looks into a fimilar bafon to ;hai we have pafl-
ed, fiom the frow of which Banfiri-ci-Gad'k flows to the Bhdgirat'hi ;
itis fingular that on the’ €aftern fide there is more foil, ‘though not -
more vegetation than on the weft, in {pite of the alion of the fnow,
which it might bc‘pre{umed annually wearing the mountain away,
would leave liitle on its fide but bare rock.

. Frowm this ghdt the road wound along the mountain brow; with
many deep indenting and irregularities, but with little general delcent,
if any, and was accordingly laborious, pafing over much fnow, and
moifl flippery rock, till we reached a pafs called Ch'hdyd-cé Cénta.

Ch’haya-ca-Canta is the point at whxch the true. defcent commences,
andl Lelicve is lmle xpfcnor in hcxghth to Banfiri cd- Ghat, it 1s
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faid'that in cléar weather, the plains of Hznduﬁan may bé feen from
hence ; bat a thick fog, - with heavy rain enveloped us at this tlme,

" and” t:dthpletely bamed the hopcs I had of gammg any ufeful bear-
mgs. o

- *.,
P P

* A very'fleep rapid and difficult defcent begins here and carried us
to the fouarce of Chiizpo-géiaf’ﬁ; which is here formed from a numter
of fources; Ftbm the'melting fnow. We' followed the courfe of this
ﬁ'ream,*rapi’dly'défcéﬁdin'g foravery long way, tll it is jbined by:
another and far larger one, called Rindi-gadh, which has its rile in a
- prodigious fnowy hill named Dédian-ci- Bamec, to the north weft: it is

very rapid and impaffible. .The fpot where thefe. fireams meet “is

al!ed Lama I }mlan, and is. vcry lovely.: - : Lo

S s e S . _

Puxsvmc our courfc along the united ftreami, now known by the
name of Rwdx Gad'h, we crofled it-upon a very large mafs of ice,
which ﬁlled up the bed for a long: diltance; and amile further, on reach<
eda fpor thick in foreft, which is-marked by foine very noble fir and’
' fycpmorc‘trces, under the fhade pf whith our-guides propofed that we
i}ioulgﬂ pafs. the night; .and thus, the formidable journey which they
carncllly diffuaded .us from, .and "which was reckoned by Govixp
Buisut at 40, cos,-proves (0 confitt of not more’ than 27 * miles,)
or 18 cos; A diffance we could " eafily’- have ‘traverfed in
two days, but for the following . reafons. That but few fituations
are found where the requifites for fhelter . and fire, may-be’
ot with, fo as to be fit for a halting place.” Bhim-ci-Udir being
almoft the only one; and even there fucl is dn}y procurablc at

-+~ —
€ Of the wheel 5 one d1y’s jOUTOEY) . aee coss saas cons.oorones lo* mdeis,. -
= ont ditt0ysoee socesone eoss ssas 008 .. 114 diuo,
heoce to the village $6c'b)) pope voess0es sevacssccses ¢ dto,
S - - S mt e
e’ﬁi‘ ‘

18
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a confidersble diftance ;- and, that the fleepe® and moft painful afgent
commenccs near Bhim ci- qur between which afgent, and - the place
wc have now rcached therc is no {pot whqrc zeft, ﬁcker and firegvood
‘ foramght could be obtained. Thus travellers muft remain the firft-
night at Bhim ci-Udar, as the two day’s journies are far too laborious to be-
performed in one; and the feverity of the feeqnd, : fully. m;k\es'&p for

the eafe and fhortnefs of the firlt, both by the fteepnsfs. and  difficulty
of the country, and the badnefs of the road, but abgve -4ll by:the: arti-

ficial fatigue brought on by the opprcﬂion of brcaﬂ; wh;ch weall felt-
fo much.

.. Tue vegetable produé@ions. of to-day’s march, though much of it
was quite bare of vegetation, were very various; two flowers particu-.
larly attradled atention ; one was called the Gugu/ and grew fome-
what like:the common flat thiftle, with léaves radiating from- 2’ center, .
like the :reprefentation of a fun; in‘the center, was a’ flower level with
the flat leaves, much refembling the bloffom of a pine- applc plant.ﬂ
This flower is held in high rehgloust veneration. ‘The other confifted.
of a flalk covered with large and long leaves; fomewhat like thofe of a
pumrofe . ending 1n a-cup rcfcmbhng that of a tulip,- but’ which was-
formed mercly by a continnation of leaves of the -fame fort ;- which’
clofed tound the ftamina:and piftil, forming the petals ‘of -3 “very nos
ble flower, Thefe at their infertion were greenifh, like the flalk and”
lower leaves 3 but their upper parts are black and yellow, ahd the céna
ter of the cup. is of the fame color, but far more vivid. * The hill peo-
ple called it *Birmab Cdunla, becaule; as- the guide informed us, « it
was. as. the raja ‘among flowers.”” We could - 6btain no explanation .
of the terms, and thcrcferethe apphcahon of the name is not intel-
. ligible. a

3 “ s
rswen, Preer 43 3 O e de o

& Tac ci e wae liliy or Cuniii!
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. -No living thing was {een on this march fave the mongl, which focked -
mgetbm in packs, and appeared of-a {pecies - fomcwhat. different. from:
(hpfegnalowcr region. . S I T S
o M t8.-';-,T he moming; was  mafty s the -gqug,of CRhdys Cande -
wss.. however «diftinguifhiable ' at a prodigions »heighth: . above usy--
That. pals;- we are infarmed, -was the fcene of a.great, battle ;betweeny+
the rebellious - zemmdars of .the. remote parts of Rewaen, and’ the.
tmopo +<af the: raja v mhich,:to the. amauat of-2000,>wers -fent 'to-
colleét:khe: revenye, and punith: the.notorious: and daily .robberiey «
whish werethere committed.: ; The zamindars upon this foreign.intar< -
ference, jojned and gnconntered the: weary and ﬁarvc&i 4:0093.{@;1 4
kdledthcgtcateﬁpartofthcm.n - , TSI

anua ourplealant grove; we: dcfcendcd quite .intox the: nullah’ ;
hed, agsh by, a raugh intricate path thypugh. thick jupgle, we- Teached ¢
thaSks/ Gédh, a rapid.torrent of the fame .fize- as the: Rinds: Gidky
and crofled it by:a wooden bridge, whence a fteep afcent Jed us sgy
Candi-cd-Ghat in Candi~ci- Dhar.. This probably ends the:detail-of ridges =
which ate thiown off.by ‘Berder-puch’h, *and its:-dependent hills; : and. x
which we have. aroffod on our (route .during . thefe - two- lafl: narches; -
The ravines dividing.thefe; all fend their waters to the . Bhifgirath's, and i
chiefly: bétwoen the . villages. Suc'Ai sand . Gujffales 3 but/:many -infetioe -
ranges rife, which firetch:to the fouthward as fat:as..the :plainsyfand.
fwell that river with the fircams.they give:birthitows. - . .0 . . .

Fzom:this:heighthrweFrlt ‘obtained- a: - monientary glimipfe * ofsthe -
Bhégicht'héj runaing far below in a narsow - rocky -bed, and he ‘enors -
moufly lofy and (harp peak: of. §rf ‘Canta, -diftinguithed between - |
clouds, gavea noble: .earnoft- of what - the . view -weuld:-have- been-if ¢
weather had at all favoured us, bug milt again enveloped s qnd QiR -
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eppointed our hopes. We left our lofty ftation, and'by a rough fteep
defcent reached the village of Suc’si,* which. is firuated near the foot
..af a hollow that runs down- from Canda-ci- Dhdr, and’ nea‘;ly‘"é mile
from the Bhdgirat’hi ; we have palfled through fome firaggling cultiva-
tion, but the eountry has miich the air of negle&t and depepufation,
Some fine old walnut trees, and many apricot and otker fx‘-mt trees, fhew
that the villége onee was large and thnvmg. '

‘ 'Taa»riVer‘from hence appears nearly as large as the -Sdlg', when we
firft faw it at Ranipir ; butits banks are far wilder than any thing. we
havé-yet féén. The ¢hafmrin which it rolls ison a much lirger cale;
snd the favageroughnefs of its mountainous precipices keeps pace
avith their increafe in fize. Bare rock issmuch more predeminatcy and
avood, every where thinly fcattered, flill more fparingly fprinkles the
gocky-pinmcles, which'form but-one precipiée from their peak to théir
bafe 3 {uchis the appearance of the river bed viewed downwards from
Suchi} ina lme, but-little to-the wcﬁ ef fouth till fhut in by doﬁng
,mouutams. ‘ T e : :

- B \:. . T . ’ A}
I .o “r .- . . . . ..

- t.u"xﬁn‘c:thé willage, ae crofled the end ofa tidge a fiude above it
snd défeended o she river fide, at the lower part of an’ opening in ite
bed, of a fingular:datare ; it meanders for. mere than twe miles in a flat
ghiingly fpace; which may vary in ‘breadth from jone rto: fix furlongs
broad, Juft abovethis. fpacé, on the welt or tight bank . of tha river;
ghiee villages are fituated on a {lope, fomewhat lefs inclined. than the
furiounding hills, and on which there are many fields of wheat, &c.
Reracipicss defcend. on the-oppofite fide quitc’down o' the river; at

¢he loweriend of  this thingly {pace,- there is'a, flight waeden bridge
mnder which the rives. now again coatracted, runs with great vielence,
Ciafling this, otie road lay sleng the -bowom of the.preaipice, where

L LI S S e . v
* & ‘Spo dar yilivge ia the outliue of Licuicaaar Webl's Suiveyo—Alatic B:fearches vol, xis
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.- shere are many bad {teps; two miles from the bridge, on the oppofite
. fide, the Shear Gad'h enters the river, which rifes in.a lofiy wild range
to the north-of Benderpuch’h, called D'hum D'hdr,.along which there is
a.very .dangerous path leading tn the remoter parts of Rewaen. The
_ hill itfelf feems to be an objet of. fuperftitious fear to.the hill people:
Tuae courfe now was nearly eaft, and\'thé road became very difficult..
Two large ftreams join the river alittle way on; the Gémts, and the
Herstia Gangd. The firft bears a large body of water along a moft
craggy and tremendous cleft in the right bank, and, we are told, takes
. its.rife on the foutheaft fide of afnowy hill called Nehel, forming part
of the boundary between Rewasen and Bifeher; and probably runs in-
a dire&ion from fouth-weft to-north-caft, or from weft to_ca[t,- to the -
north of Beaderpuck’h and itsrange ; it is faid to be eight day’s journey
hence to the north-weft, the road tbiough fnow, and very arduous and-
dangerous. The Bifecher men. who come to ‘Gangotri and the neighe-
bourhood, either from religius motives, or to fteal fheep, make ufe of
this road when. the. feafon admits. of it. -

Tue Herstla Gangd, jult above the other, is of lels fize, thé chalm it =
runs in, as wild : it has its rife in-the Qureiro rangs, and between it and -
the Gimti, thereis only a narrow flip of fharp rock near their des

bouche ; the gp in the river bank, that admiis thefe two rivers, is very -
remarkable for its (harp craggynefs. -

Just beyond, on the taftérn bank, are'the ruins of a village named *
Cuachaura, where once a Rana lived who held {way over all Tacnaur;
but fome-gricrel arofe with the Bhstias, who live under the Chinefe
dominicn at no great diltance frem hence, and: thefe people came and
" deftroycd the village, depofed the Rang, and demolifhed a temple,
which wasin éonﬁdcrablcrepute, to the God - Rais. The pandit of -

' .I
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Gunjotrf, who was ii e 1 iatr, cannot fay when thistce 2 - 1. ce, but a¢ it

is traditional, and b {y«cics of information dues not . ipear of 1 ong
endurance among this pcople, it may probably nat refer o av. 1y -
tant period, .The ruine of the mat’k or temple, are ill te be feen. The
village ;Dwaif, our ftage for the night, was but a fhort diftauce ouwards,
andwe.reached it eafily by 5 o’clock.

“Tu1s village, the higheft in the bed of the Bhsgitat'hi, ie firuated juft
above the confluence of the Keri Nulloh with the river, end is fRated

10 be 12 cos from Gangotri : it furmerly was populous, and compara-

tivciy rich; the revenue it produced being 75 rupees annually, of
which 22 were appropriated to the holy purpofe of {upporting the
religious eftablifament of Gaugotri. In the time of the Gorchs powa
er, 45 were thus beftowed ; but, by the pandit’s account, who related
thefe particulars, little or nothidg now arofe from this fource. Jult
oppofite, on the other fide of the river, is fituated the village of Mu#-
abba, once populous, and of its revenue (alfo about 75 rupees) half
went to the eftablifhment of Gangotri, and half to the .catching and
training of hawks for the rqj.’s amufement. - Now, the pandit and his
family alone, conﬁﬂing of about 15 perfons, remain of its whole popu-

‘ lation. The village.of Cachaura ulic, ull latcly,_produccd a revenuc to

the crown of 75 rupees, but now it is quite defolate ; and this total. de-
fertion or ,pariigl deterioration, .js univerfal.in the country, A vﬂlage
called Suparga, which formerly .exilied at (ome diftance below, was
prefented, it is faid, by Raja MAN Sinm:whea he came to bathe at the
facred fpot,‘_'tp the Gangoiri eftablithment, Now the zemindars have
totally deferted it, and only the name reinains, There can be but lit.

‘tle doubt, that this defalcation in cultivation, inbabitants and general

profperity, may be referred to the iron rule of the Gorclia cope
querors. :
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Waen we -reached the village, no male inhabiiants were to be
feen, [ v: a few old brahmins and cecrepid old men, who, with the
.women aud cnildren, remained ia the houles. lu anfwer to our enqui.
1y, as to where the others were—we were read ly and unhefitatingly an.
fwered, * that they had gone to buy corn, or to fteal fheep ;” andin a
tone, that proved they thought this a piece of buﬁncfs, too ordinary
and common to conceal,

From the defcriptions attempted of the mature and appearance of
the Fumna’s banks, if may be conceived, that nbthing wilder or more
impratticable could well prefent itfelf to the traveller, than the fcenes
_they afford ; and I confefs, that while viewing them, this was my own
- idea. Neverthelefs, it is certain, that the chara&ter of the mountains
avhich form that part of the Bh&girat’/u"é banks, we have pafled today,
" differs from that of any yet {een, and is marked by. features ftill more
gugged and inacceflible.

‘Tae common drefs is here the fame as that in ufe at Curfal’~blank«
«ts of black ar grey woal.

JusT at the entrance of the .village, T was firuck by the fight of a
goofberry bufh, a plant we had long looked for, without fuccefs; it
was growing in a negle@ed flate, but there was fruit upon it nearly ripe,
though fmall and four, and there could be no doubt of the identity of
the plant; this nearly.completes the lilt of .the common Englifh garden
fruits, found in the hills.*

® iigre. when settled for the night, enquiries were made. tespecti 'g the roads, which lead from this
point to Hadarindth on the ons hand by Cédér—and to Burassé, vear th- head of the Tonse, on the
.other; buth across the scowy hills ; as well as respecting what Pass-s there.might be in this neighbouta
-hood through them to the Chinese damivions, the boundaiies of which, I larnt, commenced at no great
-distance s aud having unders'ood that two Bhotias, inhabitants of & village within the Chineas tertitories,
,were in the neighbouihood, | desired they wight be brought for the purpose of questioving them, °
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: . yuly agthi—A mitty merning fucceeded-a night._of -drizzling min;.

and we fet off for Gangolri abeut 7. o’clock § the diftance we were. told-

— ——

L §

There are in troth no roads from bence, save that by which we came, that lead through any practic
cable, or.indeed to any inhabitable countiy:in the fikst justance. But there are, as hys been before re.
marked, paths which.are used hy travellers for shortness, or by thisves on their excursions to plufider
neighbouring distriots of their sheep and cattle, daring & few of the summer monthy, whes the snow -
Jas lessened t:and thus frequently a-predigious rosad-is-cat: offifrom.a jaurpey, wherethe usual low -
yoad is taken. For, io these hills, places that are in fact very close to each other, are moved to a tew
or twelve day’s jousney, by ths imperious nature of the couatry, and this is well'esemplidiéd in the re-
Jative positions of Gangolri, Cédirnéth, and Badarina'th, which sll lis 1o one ridge of hills; and of*
which, the fisst and secood ara_ not, in truth, 1% to 15 horigontsl miles distant, while the second and--
last are still more near, Yet taking even the shortest route, and going™ the longest marches,- ten or.
twelve days ave requisits to travel from Gangolri to Géddrndth, because.a very long round is taken .
to avoid mountaing totally impracticable.. Of this road, 1 could gain no distinct information ; oo one
bere had ever at.empted it, but il is described as worse thao that from Jumnotrito Suchi, and exe
tending te. fully eight days, durlog which oo habilation ot trace.of man is seen, aud snaw is chiefly pre«
domijnapt.  There is.neither shelter vor wood.

The.lower road by Cachaur is eveo more tedious, and Isin fact equivalent to geing down tlie ene
river, and up-the other, for it passes within one dsy’s march of S'rinagar.

Foom abis information, lesufficient es.it.was, we ware obligzd to absndon the iden entertaived of visite
Jug (éddrndch and Badar ind:A oo this occsion, for our time was too limited to take the lower and
more easy road, and 1 feared the upper aod desert oue, on account of - the people who were slieady
much exhausted by dally. marchiog fora month running, sud on whom eveo two night’s exp-sare-.
had made & considersbls impression, When this was evideat, and wheo it was considered that this -
exposure-wonld be.prolonged (o at least 8 days, dusing which the colt and fatigue. weuld st lesst equal
that of the (wo gone by, without the meaus of procaring wood te warm them, snd that it would be nee -
cessary (o carry provisiots for theze 8 days slong with us, while' procuring porters wai a very dubievs ”
matter ; it may pot, under these cousiderations, appear vunecessary to huve sbaudoned the furthes proe-.
secution of-our inteutions, sud L with much relactance did s0..

Similar io its natuce to these desert roads, bt perhaps more dangerous-and dismal, is that which leads .
slong Shear Gad’h, and acruss Dham Dharto-Barasss, oue of the remotest diwisions of Rewaen; of this
seule, the followiog accyynt was eblained : it is whol'y desext, and st all seasons lics chicfly through .
snow ; proceeding up the ravive of Shear Gad’h by a :teep and rough ascent, s more level part is gaine
ed, which-leads- to-the-usval restiog p'ace, a cave ; the whole distanca only sbomt 4 cos,.and the latter -
part entirely. tbrongh snows The 2d doys journey is of nearly the same length, and like the first, io &
direct northerly course, Lax'ng Benderpuch’h on the left hand to the south westwurd, while on every
band, daring the day, nothing is seen but wastes of snow and sharp .rock ia high bare peaks ; the ope
pression-at the chest and & fioulty of brea hing contivues great a'l this day, and the resting place is &
cavein the snow, The 3d cariies the traveiler aeryss the. Dhum D’haw, at the point where the tivee

* Tonse arises from-its west side ; and followirg its course fora cosy.be reaches s cave o i's Larke, name

ed Thagur Sais. The lat er part of the de:gent is to the.north wests Krom this place a.day’s jours.
pey carries him in a.south west dircction along the Tonse, to Uslahy the fist village lo Barrassu
one cos belew Uslah, the village Gangar.is sisusted in a southeily direction, a little to the.sonth east
of which is Dhatmere. Another persou made this journey in 3 days, reaching Thagur Salu the 2d
day, aund Uslah the 34 ; he calls the distance of the firat day’s journey 8 to 9 long cosy eutitely 1o the..
poxib, sove the Jatter cos, which tends westerly. .
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is 12 cos. Several points were to be arranged before we began our
march ; the brahmins requefted that no muffulman might be allowed

The direction of the extensive and lofty rarge of Dhum D’har is certainly very near north and soath,
and it is nearly as certain, from the accouiits of every one who was intercrogated, that the Tonse arises’
far north, on its western face, aud thus has a course from considerably to the nosth of the Yumna.

As no wood is to be fouud on such routes, those who travel slong the higher and more inclement
vegions of the hiills, sre u \der the necesiity of carrying blankets to protect them from the rigour of the
cold whiie theg lay in holes in the suow, or under stones, and eat food raw,-or previously dressed;and
this is nrobanly by o .weins an uncommon mode of travelling, for there is & road from Bischer, and
particularly frem the remoter provinces of that state, 1o Badarinath and Cedar, that leys-entirely be.
‘hind the ranges of h'iis ia sight from here, a1d of which very little can possibly pass near the habita.
tions of men:: this is frequented Loth for purposes of devotion, and ®f traffic in salt and wool. The
route adverted to in the narrative, leading along the hill of Nehel, and dewa the Ghumti Ganga, ts
probably a path divergiog from this route to Badarinath, and indeed it is evident that the mountains
are pervaded in every direction by sauiler euts, though te the'oye of the traveller they sppear impas

- sibles

Itis r‘eh’ted, ‘that about 85 years ago, & band of “4 or OO meo, from BAarasss,'and the remoter
parts of Germwhal, made an incursion through.the hills into the Chiness territory, with-a view to pluna
der. I could obteaio no particulars relating to their raute, or to the time it-occupied, but they effected
‘their purpose, bringiog'batk 8 good many sheep, "If this be a fact, it cotroborates the idea that there
‘age wepy mere passes through the Himalsga range, than have come to our knowladge, or tian ate

. generally supposed, "throuzh which it is practicable to convey at lexst amail aviemuis.

Further itformation-was sought ‘respectiog these pastes, aud the Chinese territoriey, by guestioning
he two - Bhotins who were brought torus at Darali; they were however persons fromt wkom mush
could net be expected; they were poor inhabitants of a meissrable village, and had nevar traselled

* vmuch; whatiheydid koow, hewever, they communicated in & way that thewed tiiey did not wait
acutenesscand that they understood the object-we had iu view iu interrogating theut ; aud boiag treated

+ Kindly ,»were - well pleased to give satisfaction. “They spoke a broken sort of Hindustani, acguired i
Aheir inteccourse«with the Lill people, but ta.ir owa lacgaage was perfectly distiuct in every sespect.

They stated that they were inhabitants of the village of Crounsah consisting of a few poor houtes
«§io the purgunash or district of Chapring ; the chief offcer {or subadar, as they called him) is nnme
ed Catex. ‘Ibis village they siata tu be about une monti’s jeuriey fromn heuce, at the rate of 9 to
12 cos per day ; buat dhey evidently have uo very definite notion of a cos. 1 suspect their jourveys
do not exceed 6 to '8 miles; scnietmes for Tess, a3 they tiavel over a yery dificult country, and go
vory slowly. They sepresent ti.c rrad a3 exceed.ngly kad : it lies for 10 days along the bed of tlie
Jahneot, tracing it to its source, which lies iv a locy Lill called by them Sanctias; and its course is
very winding, but chiefly from the esstward, Avother stream takes It tise from Sancliau, which
- Tu0s to Bischer, and debouches into the Setlrs, at a place-they calied Holle. ‘The naie of this stream,
they call Lingeen Kaid,
Chaprang is a large towd, siteated in a plain where there is nothing but short grass ; no wnod of
-mny sort. It Is one month's jouruey from their village, io a northetly direction; one day’s march,
throngh snow and through hills, sli very bad and rifgged road, the 10:t a level plain, Ta the course of
this jonrney, they .passthe Setlef river by a samgo or wooden bridge; itis even then of considerably
size, and it goes uuder the name of Lang-gin-T"hang: bLat they kuow it to be the seme stream,
which, in Bischer, is ealled Satudra or detle;. '

I K
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to pafsthe village, which, indeed, was a meafure I meant to have adoptec¥
unafkgd and therefore at ence agreed to. The pandit.alfosreprefented v

F rom (/haprang to Garq is one month’s journey also, the.rodd laying in a northesly direction along
a_perfect grassy plaig, with many shawl gogts and sheep grumgon it.; they are in abandence both st,-
Chaprang and Gara, Betyeen these two places. is situated tha city . of Tuling,. throngh which they -
road lies, and which they describe as large, and where a grand Lama 'resides. . ’

It-has bean vniversally fognd, that the hill psople exazje ete distauces when stating them in cos, .-
snd lead ome to suppose that their day’s ‘marches are very long ones, when jn fect they are exceediog.
Iy short; aod- this frequently happens, from the exceedingly ditficult nature of the country snd roads -
that lead across it. 'lbus, I believe that, if an averags of §% miies be allowed for the day’s journey:
in these difficult roads, it will be found fuily equal to the truth ;, this would meke thé coarse of thas -
Jahneoi 55 miles, and the diuct;ou is probably from N..E. 6) to N. E.'80. Baut, asittaros muca™ -
in a winding channel, and the road ascends aod descends, full one.third may be taken from thet scene,
aud that is even too littte. This would place the source sbout 37 miles to the N. E. 70 of Bhairamas-
ghalz ; and, following the samse reasoning‘ tha villege Chounsah may be. double the distance further: -
in the same direction, taking a few more miles frm ity on aroount of greater ascents and défléxtons:
than are to be mat within a river’s course—say oue.third ; leaving 77 miles further, or 114 from*
Dmramghah. Chaprang is said to be -another month’s journey to the N.” 6 of which ‘through
bijls, equal to @bout 33—less one-third or 22. The rest being on level groand, more must be allows .
ed ; bat, by their own account, they do not truvel- more, evea on a plain, than 5 or 6 cos; which
they call 8 miles. Chaprang will then be-found 212 miles to the north of - Chounsah, and, by the
same rsckonivg, Gara will be 246 miles to the nossh of Cheprang, sadabout 506 miles N, E, 11, 30.¢
or thereabouts, from Bhairamghati. This is going om very uncertnin .dste, but may, with o'hery
zemarks and reutes, contribute a trifly to fix some poiats in. anshishesto. little knowa country,

-1 wag exceedingly anxious to ob'ain any information respectiog the Sei/es and Hs sources, and paide
wery p(ﬂicuhr attention to.all theysaid relating to that river ;-no ove was permitted Lo speak-to, ar.
took at them, and I myself paid siricé regard, that no gupstion showid be put-of a nature to suggests
to them what.sort of auswer was desired, and as évery word they said was spontaneous, I have some-
confidence in this nddiﬁ.onult evidence to that.river ceming from a coufiderable distance to the eistes
ward, and behind the Himalaye range. Theto men, however, could not distinctly say -whese thestream- .
was derived from.. -

Many questions-were put to them relative to-their maoners and cuslems on pecuiiet occasions: OfF -

. marriage, they tell, that the bridegroom boys his wife at a-great expence, ascording (o his means,»
and much expenditure is made by bLis father-in the ceremony, the father of the bride only furnishiog.
the ornameats of the lady ;. it does not app ar. distinctly that much is given to the Lamas or priests,.
on occasions of wariiage, as they do not officiate or attend them, eveu the sight of & woman being-
strictly prohibited them. Marringe contracts are eutered into,at.all ages, from childhood npwards, bus,
the wives -are not carried away till the.age of 15.0r 16.:-

~ Of thelr dead, they say, that-in their village, they threw their dead into-the-tiver; but-this is entirelys
from poverty, for sny one who can afford it, atleast partly burna the body, and thew commits it tos
idestream. At Chaprang, when avy mao of rank {any ¢ sirdar’) dies, bis body is taken by persons
appom!ed for the purpose, aud beat.and wnnded, bones and all together, and made up iuto balls,
which are thus given to be devoured.by. a very largd species of kites, which are held very sacred, and.,
ase kept by. the. Lamas; they ace fed regularly by persons.(sepays) -sppoinied by the. Lama, andi
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shat it was.not cuftomary to approach the facred fhrine with arms-of
any fort, and that-every one performed this 1aft- flage. with naked
fect. - As by the general woice -it was allowed,- that marauding and
plynder were common occurrences in this. neighbourhood, 1 did not
deem it-proper or fafe to go totally unarmed ; but agreed; that only;
five men fhould be permitted to accompany us:thus accoutred, and
that [ fhould take my own-gun ;. but that-thefe weapons:of war fhould.
be thrown afide. befere we-got. within - fight of. the holy {pot, and de-:
pofited .in a cave near ity under -a guard.+ I alfo pledged. myfelf that:
no ufe fhould be made of -thefe inftraments, exeept in:cafe of “ne--
ceflity ; .nor any life- facrificed cither'by. the people or myfelf, from .
the time of our leaving the village. till we returned-to it; moreover,.
that I {hould not carry- meat-of any fort,~dead or alive;~aleng with -
me, but feed »pu:el)nori .riceand bread. - They-did ‘not ~even- fuggeft-
the-putting off my -fhoes at the village, nor could I have done fo; but -
I promifed -to' throw them off when entering into the- precin@s of -
the.tcinplc, or approaching the holier places, with which they were:
much pleafed- -All the Hindusy including the - Gorcthas, went from.
hence’ bare footws -

they zre'much revered -nud*fexrsd “by the petple, Whowto ot vénture t5 approach them. Great ex-
peuce is incurred at this ceremony, many thousand rupees beiag given to the Lamas, with a sort of -
* rich cap, of much value. The bodies of poorer peopla ars sdmatimzs buroed, and sometimes thrown
into the river., - The Lama appears to be held in great respect: those who fail ia this regard, anl
who do not administer the.meat-offarings of grain and gheey-are pudivhed by-the Mantra} by which,
ths offender is- placed under the influence of some spell, and rendered umnovotble ia the position he -
happens to be in, and-bgcomies (as tirey-term it)' like stone or earth. -

All disputes are-settted by the Raja Carox, (ks isprobably called raja'froAm beng the chief pera -
son, on another occasion he was called subadar.) A .person who Kills another with a sword, is fixed
to four pleces, audrbrande®@ witif iran or brass’ {dstrumants till he dies; a thief id branded ia the
forehead with aa isou, his goods urneizc& by the :State,” and he is- driven from the coudlry.

These Bhotias wera short stout-men, with fealires strongly marked with the Tartarian characters;
high cheek bones, flat nose and face, and small eyes, the+corfieis of which tarded much upwards,
They wore their hair very thick and bishy, and etding: in « long pisited tail, after the mannet of
the Chingse. - Their colour was coasiderably lighter than that geuerally remarked amongst the hill
people, beinga dirty yellow: theic fices were mach tanned, however, and wrinkled. “Their cloathes’
censisted of a-gown or. wrapper; of coarse brown woollen stuff, with domething like- drawers of the-
stuflfy very loose above, but bound very tight around the calf of the leg, The dress, figure, and
gemersl dppearance, however, was etcue‘dm'gly differant (rom that of the' Pgharia¥ or hill 'wop‘*

'W“



£30 ACCOUNT or Ao JOURNEY ‘T0 THE SOURCES OF THE

+ FOR rather more than two ¢gs, the road lay chiefly through a wood -

of large firs; a litlle above the bed. of the river, .the path was good,
but here and there .interrupted by a bad flep. At this place we af-

. cended the projecion of a rock, which clofes up the valley, by a rude,

_but curfoufly conftruéted fet of fleps, formed by pins fluck into the
rock, and beams and ftones laid acrofs them, The channel of the
river became deep, dark and narrow,.and the path a mere devious

fcranible, over enormous fragments of rock-from above, mingled with -

broken pieces of trees, interlaced with tangled jungle, till we reached
« (mail retired fpot, beneath fome fine trees, where a cool {pring, and
the pleafantnefs of the place, induce pilgrims in general to halt.  The
river runs below this at &« depth of about 100 yards, between two walls
of folid rack, in which it has hollowed itfelf a bed juft-fufficient to
contain it, and of which the breadth at the upper part is nearly :the
fame as below, and in this trough it tumbles over a fucceffion. .of {mall
falls. for a.confiderable way. Beyond this, ‘the road is-difficult, .and
frequently dangerous, pafling along the face of Scaurs,.in the -beds
of torrents, acrofs rocks, and over a fucceflion of broken ground, til
we reach the top of a wery ugly and dangerous .defcent, which is

Tuid to be fix cos from the village, and which_leads immediately dowa

upon Bhairamghati,

At this point the -Bhdgiraffii is . divided into -two "branches—that

which prcfcives the name, coming from the eaftward; while the other,
of a fize fully equal,.joins it under the name of the Yoknewi, from the
' noréh-ea&. _Joth thefe rivers run in ch#[ms, the depth, narrownefs,

.and wildnefs of which, it would be far f-om ealy to convey an idea of;
+ between them, a 1bfty,érag, equal in heighth to thofe that tower on ¢i-
_ther fide above the torrents, is thruft like a wedge. The extreme pre-
_cipitoufnefs of all of thefe, the roughnefs of their faces, with the wood
.which grows near their bafes, obltruéted the view, and prevented tl.m
whole being comprehended at a glance ; but the diftant black cliffs,
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tepped with lofty peaks of fnow, are difcerned fhutting up the profe
peét imeither of the three ravines, when the clouds for a moment pers
mit them to appear. Juft at the bottom of uhe defcent, and ioemes-
diately above .the ‘jun@ion -of .the. twe:.tarrents, .ani old and crazy
wooden bddgcniathmwn.ac:bfsi the Bhaginat'hi; from .one:rock to the

-other miany foet above its ftreem; and it-is:net till: this-point ‘s reachad,

' that. the extraordinary. mature.of :the place; and: partiularlyy of the ris -
vers-bed, i¢: fully comprehended, and then is feen the fiream in a flate -
of dtrty foam.1wifting violently;-and with:a mighty ‘noife through the

firangely-hollowed trough.of Tdid ‘granite, cuteng .it: into -shapes of:
every . fon and kapmg in fe‘sfull waves over every obRacle. .

.

Tie bed of the Faknevi-is ablealt equally pxctnqu::e and fully 4s -
. favage, but-we had not equal opportanities for fecing it; the perpen-:
‘ dicularity and heighthi of -the rocky fides is perhaps: greater -than that: "

" of the others; this river is.faid to have its rife in a :very “lofty “ moun. -

* tain, called . Rakefiir. Stan, fituated ‘in" thé: dominions - of China, and
which is 15 day’s journey from heénce in a dire&@ion nearly -that of its
apparent courfe from hence, viz.north east by eust, 1 am inclincd to :
think it is ftill mere cafterly, and by 00 means {o dxﬂant.

Just at the wooden bridge- abovcmentloned ‘théreis an overhang- ~
ing rock, umder which worﬂnp is parformed to Bhasramji, and a black -
fione partly painted red; is the image of the God, and here not only
were prayers ‘faid and worﬂup performed, but every one was -obliged
to bathe and eat bread baked by the brahmins, as preparatory to che
great and cffc&uﬂ a'blunom at. thsho!y Gmgctri.

Frow this place we alcended the rock be!ween tbc ﬁrcams, by a
path more curious and dangcwus than any we have met wuh. The
o 5 L
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rock i too fteep and perpendicular to afford any natural path, and
the chief part is therefore artificially confiru@ed in a manner before
“alluded to, by placing beams of wood and ftones upon firong timbers
driven into the fiffures of the rock ; thus forming a "hanging flight of
imperfe& fteps over the fearful gulf below ; and as this fometimes
has {uffered from age or weather, and as fometimes the means of at-
-taching it to the rock were {canty, or altogether awaiting the means of
pafling are as frequently fo infufficient and hazardous, as to ftrike
-~ dread into thofe not much accuftomed to fuch travelling—at times a
~leap is pecedlury-to reach the next furé footing while the prccibicc and
torrent gapes below; atothers,all the fupport that prefents itfelf to
fave you from this fall, is'a ledge of the rock not three inches broad,
with a flight bamhoo, hupg from foine root: above to take hold of.
By this unpleafant path, we reached a fpot on the firlt Jedge - of the
mountain where in a thick grove of fir trees, 3 [mall temple is placcd
10 Bhairamji.. It is a- plain white building erefted by Amea Sixg
T'HA?EA,WhOi gave a fum of money tq be laid out on repairs of the
‘road and places of worfhip bere and af Gungofrs. Having paid our
refpeds to this deity, we continued oyr road alang the right bank of
the river, by a path cqually bad as that of one afcent, and fill gradye
ally afcending among fragments of rock and wood, which made our
_progrefs pquql and dal}gerom.

THREE cos of this defcnptxon of path broyght us oppofite the dee
_bouche of 2 cpnﬁdgrablp fiream called Miani-ci-G'had, which tumbles
_down a deep ravine, through the opening of which is feen the fnowy

range of Migni, with the extenfive bofom of fnow that feeds the
fiream. Juft below this, we had a view of a very fingular and lofty
_peak called Rudry Himgla Bahin, a prodigieus fpire of bare rock, the
_top of whxch was envelopcd in fnow, Juft oppofite to the ftream of
gwani we obtained bearings, both upwards and downwards of the
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sivers courfe, and for the firlt time the fcite of Gungoirf, with the
{pot where the river arifes, was pointed out by the pundit; this hait
was nearly dire&ly.caft. The path now became very laborious and
our progrefs very painfull. One’ cos from Gusgoirf, and twa from
Midni-ci-G'had, we reached a fpot called Patangni, which is - poted .as
that where the five brothers, commoniy called the Pénduwain, Buim

Sinu, ArjuN, YUDHISHT'HIR, SanADE0, and Nacura, remained for

twelve years worfhipping Manapeo, after ‘his retreat from Lanca.
After that period they. left this. place and alcended Swergdrokiny, ‘a
peak of the facred hill whence the Ganges flows: there four of the
brothers died, and their immortal parts afcended to heaven; but
‘Yuihiff'thir, without tafting the bitternefs of 'death, or quitting his
earthly tenement was afflumed body and all. Within a gun fhot of
Gangotri, the Céddr Ganga a rapid and confiderable ftream, faid to have
its rife in the Cédar mountain 12 €os diftant, debouches into the B/mgz-
rat’hi, and the place of confluence called Gauri Cunda is ho]y, and
ferves as a further preparatory ablution ’ere Gmggotrs be approached,

Tux fpot which bears the name of Gangotrf, is hid from view by
the roughnefs of the ground, and the maffes of fallen rock : fo that it
cannot be feen till clofe upon it, The hills which form the river's bed,
- and which the whole way from Bhairamghdt's are exceedingly prei:ipi-
* tous and clofe, here recede a little; and  without lofing any thing of

their favage grandeur, admit fomewhat of a lcfs confined view, and

more of the light of day. ~Jut above the dcbouchc of the Cedar
Ganga, the bed widens into a fmall fhringly fpace, in which the river
- rolls with great rapidity, changing its courfe as the floods direct it.
At the gorge of this fpace, 3 bridge is thrown acrofs, formed of two

~ parts, the interior ends of the beams refting ofx 3 large rock in"the cen- -

ter; and juft above this bridge, in a bay formed in this itringly {pace,

# fitvated ghe fmall temple or Mat, dedicated to the goddefs Ganga or (
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‘Bua'cr'rat'ni. in former days, there was no temple made with hands
for her worfhip ; but within thefe few years, as has been obferved
-above, the piety of Amsr Sing T’aarra, chicf of the Gorcha conquers

‘ors, provided a fum of money (from 4 to 500 rupees) for the crection
of this fmall building. :

- Tue temple now built, is fituated about 15 feet above the ftream and
_precifely on the facred rock on which it is faid Bhagira'th ufed to kneel,
worfhipping Mahd Deo; it is a fmall building of a fquare fhape from
16 to 20 feet high, much in the ufual form of pagodas, rounding in
towards the top ; it is very plain, painted white with {mall dull red
mouldings, and furmounted with the ufual round and fcolloped orna-
ments of fuch places; frqm the ealtern face of the fquare which is
turned nearly to the facred fource, there is a fmall proje&tion covered
.witha ftone pent houfe roof, and in the eaftern end of this, is fituated
the entrance to the pagoda; and juft before this entrance there is
placeda fmall pagoda fhaped temple to Bhairamji. The whele is
placed in a fmall enclofure, furrounded by a wall built of unhewn
ftone and lime, Within which alfo there is a comfortable but fmall
~houle built for the accommodation of the brahmins who come to
'o!ﬁc‘xa’té.  Without the enclofure are two or three fheds conftru&ed
"of wood, called Dharm Sdlas (or charity houfes) ‘built for the ace °
cbx;:modatiqn of Pilgrims who refort here; and there are mapny caves
“all around, formed by overhanging ftones, which yicld a fhelter to
thofe who, cannot find room in the fheds,

Tue fcene in which this holy place is fituated, is worthy of the my(-
_ terious fandlity attributed to it, and the reverence with which it is re-

®arded. There is not here the confined gloomynefs of Bhairemghit'is
the bare and peaked cliffs that 1ife to the {ky, yicld not in ruggedncfs
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'fm‘ﬁexghth to any we. haye feen, their ruins lie in wild K: notxc maﬂ'es

at their. feet, more fcinty wood relieves thCIr nakednefs ; ; even the &ark

hive more rarely roots itfelf in the dcep chafms whxch time has worn.

Thus on all fides is the profpe&t -clofed, fave m front te the eaft;

‘where from bzhind a mafs of bare rocky fpnrcs, four huge: Iofty {nowy
peaks arife.  Thefe are the peaks of Rudra H:mdla

‘Taefirft and moft natural objc& of enquiry, after ‘talting a glance
sover the general landfcape, is to alcertain whence "the river {prings.
“Here, as at Famnotri, we were told, that rio mottal has, or can go fur-
ther in its bed towards its foarce, than thls fpet; and 'this dlﬁiculty Is
4ndeed fufficiently apparerit. 1 made a trial to ‘gain a point about
twelve furlongs off, beyond the temple, for the purpofe of obferving
*the courfe of the river, and of feeing Gangotriin another point of view ;
but having, with confiderable diﬂicalty,‘ made my way for fome dif-
‘tance over the unfteady fragments, at the rilk of being precipitated
into the fiream, I was forced to turn back; beyond that point, the
precipices-defcend more abruptly to the water’s edge: and, in all pro-
$ability, it would be nearly impoffible to make way along their faces.
«Crofling the fiream, to take advantage of the eafier places that may oc-
‘cur on cither fide, is out of the queftion: it is t00 farge and rapid ;<
-and climbing higher up the mountain fide is equally fo, for the i:rags
- increafe-in ruggednefs and fieepnefs till they end in foow. It may be, -
that enterprifing perfons remaining at this fpot for feveral days or
weeks, might explore or form a path towards the fourge, for time end
patient perfeverance can de much, and has in fa&t, formed the path
hither ; but I am convinced not only of the difficuity of- the thing ite
felf, but that it weuld not be eafy to overcome the relaftance of the
~ hill people to aflcend, ‘whofe affiftance would be fo neceflary to ftranw
gers, and whom fuperﬁltton and religious prejadice have hitherto

kept bclow.
: 1M
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THE four:cc is defcnbed as about 5 miles honzontal dz{tancc fmmw
the temple, in a dire&ion, nearly S. E, 85 ;, and it is, in all probabxhty. ‘
chiefly fupyhed by the mcltmg of the great bofom of fnow that ter-

‘minates the valley, and hes between the .peaks of the mountain {poken

of above, This mqun;gm,\rcclgoncmd the loftiet and largelt of the .
fnowy range in this quarter, and probably yielding to none in the

‘whole Himila, obtains.the name of Rudra Himdla, and is fuppofed. to-
.be the throne ar.refidence of Mana’pgo himfeif... 1t has five principal.
peaks called *Rudra Himdla, Brahmépuri, Vifhnupuri, Udgari Cantq,

and Swergdrahini. . Thefe form a fort of {emicircular hollow, of very
confiderable extent, which. 1s filled with eternal fnow; from. .
which, and fram. the various. ravines of this, hollow, the prin-

" cipal part of the ftream flows.. Probably there may be {maller hol-
lows to the- right above Gangotri, which f{upply-a. portion. Such

is the amount of -the pundits account, and. [ -believe it to be conw
fiftent with truth,.for the following reafpns.. Our alcent from the vil-
lage of Suc’hs, which is itfelf high among the hills, has. been great, and
from Durili, rapid; fo milich {o as.to leave no doubt. that this fpot
is far elevated above the level of the countries beyond. the fnowy hillg,

“jndeed our.perpendicular dittance from the [nowy region was very .in .

. eonfidefable, and were it not that the (heat of :the placg is mcrea{'cd by -
" the confinement of the fups rays, and, their ref}cqun from fo much

.

" " rock; it is.probable that fnow would continug lying here continually,

The cold conflequently is great here atnight. . The river Setlef certainly

" comes through she Himdls range; but when we were upon its banks,

and at-a véry confiderable diftance within the range of :fnq_w, itwas a .
iorig days.jdurne.y,on probably. equal to 12 miles of regular. gradugl
afcent from the river to'the region of fnow, and the heat both nightand .

" day. was intolerable ; nay.at Serdn, 3 miles above its bed.the,cold was

® 1t alf bears the nsme of Pasch Parbat, from its five peaks, and Sumérs Farbat, which mufl got be

«egpfonnded with that fpringing (rom Beaderpucily. and fom:times the gencisl appellation of Gailds is given, _
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inconfiderable: It muft then be allowed that the differen-e of:oltitude
indicated by thefe circumftances is a ftrong: prefumptive proof that

the Bhdgirat’hi does not come through the [nowy range, but -rifes i -

them,. ..

Ir it does not come through the Himdlaya, its courfe’ cannot be’ faf

from hence. The {nowy peaks extend to no great breadth'; they ges
ncra.dl’y- confift of one lofty ridge cut into high peaks and deep ravines,
and proje@ feveral-equally irregular ridges en-cither fide towards ]
north.caft and fouth weft; thefe inferiour. ridges. are never equal in

heighth to.the parent mountain; but' neverthelefs .at -times {heot up

“maffes of great. magnjtude, whence in their turn diverge other moune
tains that either themelves or by their ®ranches. reach the plain....

“Tas breadth of the mountain;)’uswrcgion may. probably ~occupy a
. fpace of from eighty to one hundred-miles: the grounds for fuppo.
fing this to be the extent of that fpace; are.not only. our own obfervar

tion, but the information we have received frem different and -intellia

gent perfons, 1elative (o routes. through the pafles.® Thus reafoning
from probabilities, obfervation-and information, Rudra Himdla is at
leaft removed to the center of the {niowy- range, and it is fair to cone
clude that the land, mountainous and clevated as it is, rather falls than
rifes to the north and north eaft of this mountain, This is conﬁrmcd’
by the pundit, and thofe zemindars who have been accuftomed to view
the country froin loﬂiy fituations on either fidé of the glen of the
Bhagzrat’hr. ‘Noone feemed in ‘the leaft to doubt the fa&t, that the
river bad its rife in the aforefaid hollow of fnow ; and fome went fo

far as to effert that, when climbing in féaich of ftray fheep, they had |

fccn the glen of the rivcr ending thus, and cculd difcern the deep ra.

. thc Niti Masa pafs, sftc: paﬂing,jad‘mutb which is about (he center of elevation, that is 0 by,
the highett clevatcd fpot cn ka1 10ad,. ﬂu pleins.aze seached in thice days,

Y
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wvine through which it trickles down inve its bed from the fnowy bafon=
and further declare that no yery confiderable fiream appeared to joir
# from any other guarter. The road before adverted to, by which the
Bifeher men go to Céddr for falt, proceeding behind this mountain was
quoted by the pundit as a proof, that the river did not come from a
greater diftance, and he mentioned feveral corroborating accounts
given by Bhotias, who had travelled much in this.quarier.

To all this may be added, that the fircam of the Bhagiral'h/, -though
large and rapid, is perhaps not greater than may be accounted for by
the large mafs of fnow that fupplies it, alted on by rain and fmm,
&t a time of year when both have greateft effe@; and that few
ftreams of -any confequence join it above the Faknevi ; the Sheynr-
Gad'h, the Migni Gad'k, the Bougs Gad’k and the Cédar Gangd, being the
only ones from the fouth eaft, while from the north weft side, not a
single ftream larger than a mere rill, falls into it ; all of which renders
it probable, that few if any naliaks unite with the river above Gango-
tr#, and that it really is formed as above defcribed.

It has been faid, that the appearance of the bed of the river and
hills clofing up our view confirmed the information we received.
About two furlongs beyond Gangotrs, a point on the left from the
northward fhuts out the immediate view of the fiream bcyénd this,
probably about one mile, (or lefs of horizontal diftance) a point from
the fouthward firetches down behind the former, hiding a larger and
higher portion of the bed and fides; beyond this the courfe is to all
appearance ftraight for a confiderable way to the fouthward of eaft,
and a very rough craggy ridge fhooting into fharp points forms the

) eaftern bank, and ends in a point, round which the river again appears
toturn, and which ftretches down from Swergdrohkini,
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~ Swerceinonint’.is the nearcft of the five peaks, and. forms the
wefltern. point of the great fnowy hollow.. Rudra Himdla forms the
eaftern point: but from ita great. thoulder. runs. down to the fouth
weftward, . that as: far as we could judge gives off, or ends in the mouns
tsins we are furrounded with, and forms a great unbroken though un-
equal fnowy ridge, thatbounds. and confines the. glen of the. Bhigja
yathli.

' Tan other peaks mentioned above form diffefent points in the back
of this immenfe hollow, and all together compofe one-of the moft ro«
mantic as well as largeft mouatains,. perhaps in the' world, The
above difcuflion and explanation. m1y feém -tedious and exceflive ;
but when the objett is to throw every poffible light on even the res -
moteft, and lealt important part, of the courfe of this .venerable river, .
tedioufnefs may perhaps be.pardoned. ..

Tae old populat idea; that the- Ginges iffués from a rock'likea cow’s
mouth, (Gae Muk'% j-didnot fail to-occur torme, and. enquiries were
made into the.origin of this fable.. . Whea it was. mentioned, the .pun~
dit laughed 'and obfetved, that moft.of thofe pilgrims who came from
the plains put thé fame-queftion in &vcfal-(hapes';«'enc afking whether
it-did fiot take. its rife from the Jeaves of -a facred .birch, (Bhojpair 3)
others:. from.- its - roots: -and: others - again -fuppefing,:.that the
ftream.xeally:and vifibly came down from heaven. s But he gravely ala

* fured.us that no fuch thinghappened,-and. that -the »river, in truth,
came from the fnow as above-mentioned: - He' then gave -the account
above-detailed, adding, that it- was:the true one given in.the Saft'ras;
and that he was convinced.of its-corre&nefs not only for that reafon,
but. (ﬂlewing‘,thc;landfcape before us, and pointing to" the five peaks,.
asdn evidence of what he--advanced,) becaule,.3s mi.ght be feen, it
eanid not well be otherwife,.:

LN
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So far as the people of thé place—pundit, brahmins, and zemindars
were queftioned, merely-abouit their own diftrit and the places conti-
guous, their anlwers were diltin& and prempt, with-every appearance
«of being corre& to the beft of their apprehenfion. But when any at.
tempt was made to.carry :them further abroad, orto collectany thing

- of the tdpography of the country Beyond this great range, they -faled
altogether : either at once faying they knew nothing about the matter,
«or giving improbable inconfiftent accounts. :Some of them .aflested,
dhat there was a plain and -well cultivated. country at no greater -dif-
tance than 12 cos (horizontal diftance) from' the other -fide of Rudra
Himéla ; but, from the :nature -of the country it was not poffible to
geach it, except by a very circuitous route. . But. whether they allude@
to the great plains-of *Tartary, or to fome intervening -valley, -it was
impofiible to difcover. They however aflerted, that. it might be feen
from fome of the high peaks in the neighbourhood,~'whi&1 I muit be.
lieve to be falle, or.at beft very doubtful: as I think there cannot be
any means of afcending -a point high. enough to afford {uch a view
from any place.near this {pet.

From the time.we enteréd the- bed of the river r -above ‘Suc'h! one
Apecies of {tone has chiefly predominated. A hard white ftone per-
vaded more or lefs with black fpots, ftreaks and {tars,and i-freqlxentl'y
- with mica; the ftru@ure is remarkable, and though the colour, the
»compofition, and proportion of the ingredients vary, ill itis quite the
fame ftone : I am much inclined to believe itis.a fort of granite.t 1tis
".amuch like that ftone firft met with in the Paber’s bed, though in gcncfal

® Ir fuch s plain do exilt, it cannot well, 1 think, be near the gre « plains on the N, E. and E. of the
Himélaya, as the rouies »e have obtained from m e creditable authosities, imply the exiftence of a fer
greater extent of hills fretching even to the {oathward of Kemam. The plain was reported, 1 think,-to be
dire@ly b-hind the Céldr mountain, which.is contineous with, indeed, a part of Rudra Himéla, end did
ot belong to Ge avbdl. ’

+ This conj:&ure has been fince fully jultibied, - foientifit men ave pronosaced the {pecimensets be
Srue granite. . .
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whiter: fome pieces are purely fo; ethers fpotted, with jetlike particles;
others with long black bars, irregularly croffing each other; fome with
mica in a grey bed; fome with dark black or bluc veins, fome’ ﬂig\hﬂy
‘ged, ‘fome yellowith, and other {pecimens grey. Ia the river bed,
from Suc’hi to Durals it was foundin large rounded irregular mafies,
but from that village to Gengotrs, the whole mafs of the mountains
" feems to- be compofed of ir, and the bed of ‘the river from a_ mile or
'two below Bhairamghat’s is formed in a folid mafs through whach an
‘irregular trough has been hollowed by the continual aQion of the |
“water, juft broad enough for the fiream to rufh in a fucceffion of falls
and rapids. Its waters are quite loaded with a quantity of white {hxg.
ing fand, which doubtlefs is preduced by the attrition of the ﬁonu
.yolled along this channel, and their gradual and conftant aflien on th}:_
fides and bottom of this rock. | |

"Tue night we arrived, fatigne was Tufficient to prevent mych fars
ther exertion, and-combined with cold to fufpend the .intentions cveu
‘of the pious, and a night’s re} under the reof of -one of the D&arap |
Salas, was very acceptable. .

“T'rx whole of the next day {the 2oth July;) was occupied by the
people in bathing in-the holy ﬂfegxxf, and the worthy pundit made a
«confiderable harveft from the zeal of the party ; indeed, it was a mat-
tter of feriousconfequence and great joy to every one that had thus
happily reached a place of fuch fuper-eminent fanélity, where, in fadt,
the a& of ablusion is fuppofed to cleanfe from every fin heretofore
committed ; while the fuppoefed -difficulty of reaching it is fo great,
that few but profeflional devotees ever attempt ‘the pilgrimage. 1t is,
' wee find, cuftomary for thofe who Hhave loft their father or mother,
"se:fubmit to the operation of fhaving, aad the Changes this produced
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on the party, were whimfical: even'the muftachios were not fpared ;
‘one chief means of grace, was frequently walking round the holy tem-
"ple, and in this eafy mode of obtaining it, it was obferved that the moft
" noted rogucs were moft forward— fome were wondcxfully indcfatiga~-

blco )

‘Tue outfide of the temple has been before defcribed—within, there:
“are three i images, one of them, I think, was of C{1L1"; and the flene fhalf
.‘ on which they were placed, was wet and- foiled with the offerings.pre=-
fented: a pe'cxiliar and very ftrong fmell was pereeptible, but I knaw-

not what it was; the place is, as ufual in Hindd temples, lighted by a
: lamp which yielded but a fickly gleam—no- daylight.hadzadmittmcc---
‘no fign of riches was perceptible, either in the temple or on. the per{om

of its prieft—no tinfel even glittered on the images, which. were farm--
ed of black ftone, and were painted. The pundit was a fmart:
‘little man, cloathed like the re® of the: hill, peaple in coarfe wools
~ lencloth : he wore a red velvet cap upon. his head, which had. been:
“iprefented to Mim by fome pilgrim from the low country; The truth,
is, that though: the fhrine of Gangotri is the-halieft of thofe ta be met-
. with in this facred range, it is the leaft acceflible,: and:confequently has:
- fewer votaries ;- for thofe coming from the low country choofe rather-
- to take a comparatively ealy road, and. praceed to. a. more fplendid: .
and better frequented fhrine, that of. Badarindt’h. which. is. thus far bete- .
_ ter endowed, and the officiating priefis.of which.are in. much bettcn
worldly: circumftances; than.thofe of Gangatri;. The. pundlt;camplam-
ed much of this defaloation, which he faid. was. partly. owing to the-
flate- of the country from the: Gorc'ha, conqueft : as,. finee that. period:
. the roads being negleted, and no provifion being made for the necefe.
~ fary rcpairs’,jtqvias a matter of. fome. difficulty to, reach the fhrine i
: ,ﬁfpty_ ;, and this being.ongce known, bgd/:.a,n,, immediate effe@ in dcté;;.-
ving ¢ven, thafe who might <lfc have atempted the journey,

b e
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- -W= had now ~ﬂaid,th¢ full tme we .could afford, and had not, in
«fa@, proyifians for. anoiher.day ;- preparationis were therefore made for
- r@ur retyrn, and on e morning, of July 218, we fet off for Durati,

“Tue morning was clear and ovely, and the Tnowy peaks of Sumcry
Pa pat-dboue forth in full glory, illuminated by the rifing fun. Our
<Toute was the fame as that ;ﬁe- came by, ‘:'Gooffzb‘crry ‘buthes wcré a.
-bundaat the whole way, but.the frnit was fmall and four. -Several
vtrees of cedar were pointed out® to us by the brahmins, but they were
-not abundant ; it appeared the common red cedar, and is called by the
~natives L¥hip : they -régard it as very facred. Our Hindi attendants
.each carried away a litile piece of it given by the. brahmins. ‘

-Fuly-22d.—Asout 12 o'clock we left Durdli, and reached the vils
lage of Sucai,

: July 23d.—TxE morning was exceedingly foggy, with -much drizs
aling rain which indeed had fallen the whole night.: we left the village
.at7 o'clack, and.d;&:m:,d_ to gbqqivér by a fteep ftony path through

ridges of cultivation, and croffed..it by a bridge fufperided upon two
-rocks ; (itis here very rapid, and enters between banks more confined,
:than oppolfite and abave she-village, -From hence. the road leads along
-the face of. the eaftern, or left bank, rough, -ftony and difficult, climb-
+ing up recks when ghe paflenger’sonly hold is by roots of trees, and
sexceedingly uncomfortable from wet. Somewhat below the bridge, we
#pafled the debouche of Rindi Gid, which ﬁrcam we crofled, defcends
ing from Ch'hdyd Canta.

©® It appears upon enquity, that fro the time we entered. Gerwhaly oa crofing the Micral nollab neas
* Lakbamardel, on the fisft day’s jouraey, that-we have travelled entirely in Reavaen till we crofied the pafa
@t Cb’bdys Cénte, when we entered wpper Tmar, whnch ocuﬁonally was atiached to Rmm, and fomcg
- times formed a diffesent das/
10
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ArtER a mile and half further-of fimilar-road we reached and erof=-
‘fed Lo‘d Gad’h by a weoden bridge; a:ftream- which has a courfe from.
Faunds a fnowy hill, through 5 cos.of defatt country; and is large ‘and. .
rapid. o

'Tak rocks here refume their firatifbrm appearance- pointing_~a§ be. ..
fore to the fouthward, and their ftrufture Has changed.: A little fura—
ther on we croffed the river-again on Lodrndd«ca Sango. . Fhere winds.
much, running very rapidly .between the banks which -approach each.
other clofe and are very precipitous and rough; the road which at firft- -
- earried us clambering up and down the precipices with much-teil; now: .
winds along the foot of cone of its banks. .

" Just below the bridge, there is a very rapid- délcent in the- river’s".
" ed, for near a mile, in which f] pace though there is no abfelate cafcade
of any magnitude, yet the declivity is fo Reep, that the: river tumbles -
over it the whole way,-with a ngifle likeloud continued thunder, in a .
mafs of dirty foam : at the cnd. £ this rapid, we again croffed the rives, -,
to the left bank;- by Datrini-c3-Sango, -which: is very-long, narrow, and. «
infecures. . ‘ ‘

Tur road from: Ladrnad ¢a-Singe, is very painfuF and difficult; Icade-
#hg entirely over the high piled ruins of the rocks -above, and much .
sangled w.ta thorns, while it--rifes and. falls- continually till we reach
angale-ca-Sango, on which we croffed the -Bhdgirat’hé for a fourth
time to-day. Juft above this bridge, we faw the debouche of Canaulf
Khola above, called Gedar. béd'h, which is, in fa&t the fame into which,

the ftreams- from Banfuru Ghit and Sath-krar-Cothi flow. A li de be-
" Tow the bridge, and in a {mall nullab, not far ahove the tiver’s bed, the
willage .Bangheli is fituated, and on the left bank a.little fusher om, a..
fwall village, Uji is feen, and fram thence begins the T'4dt or diftrid:
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 of Cafhir. - Two miles fusther carried usto a nullah called Cirmici-
Gidh, the bed of which-we alcended, to get round a high rock that
projes into the river’s bed ; the afcent was cxcccdmgly toilfome and
dangerous, its length a mile and a half: another defcent to Elgd Gad’a,
" which we croffed with difficulty, and an afcent from its bed, brought
" us to the village Tedr, our refting-place for the night,

. Our perambulator, which had accompanied us through the hills,
Became fo fhattered and crazy at Durdli, that we could make no
further ufe of it; a confiderable annoyance, as we mult calculate the
diftance by time, and from point to point: from Sucs to Tedr it cahe -
not be lefs than 16.miles.. . - . ’

- Irewss mentioned, tha* the - men-of -Durgli village were afl "abfent
when we arrived thares. it was afcertained indeed; that the obje& of -
their journey-was.platder, -and -to-dsy we: underfbood, that they had -
acually fucceeded in-driving away 4.or 500 fheep and- goats from the
diftrict of Cathdr. . Jult -afier croffing.Dangalo Sango,~we overtooks a »
krge party of men,amounting . probably=-to--100,. armed. with Saxes,
bows and arrows, who, it appeared,. had come-from-a villige" called
" Reithal, this accoutered; to way-lay, and rob, the thicves of ‘their boo-
ty. ‘Their information-however was too late, and the plunder was fafe. -
ly carried of. © When queftioned, they anfwered without the leaft hefi- -
" fation, nor affe@ted to-conceal their: intentionss whenr told that fuch *
mifdecedswould draw on them the vengeance.of .government, and (Hat -
* probably twenty-or-thirty of them would be-hung; -they fhewed ~nei --
" ther the atfeQation of fhame or contrition for the offence, nor fear of jts

——

* Every Paksriavcarries a0 axe, called by them Ddigra, which is fmalf; sad wors fuck in the comerbined- .

+ 30 » manner-fimilag to-that in which the Goré’has” wear their Cicriss” The' Dengra is like the Cucrs, the

- weapom of the foldier; the hufbandmen; or tradefman—ufefal in all cafer, Few of them, had re/wirr; ;s«; 5
aic.aot esigivally a-bill weapor, :nd arc all impotted from the plaina,-.
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- punifhment, nor in ‘arfy ‘way evinced a {enife. of the juftice or injufliee

"of the confequence pointed out to them, but cool y: anEchcd 0t i
well, as the j ircur fhall pleafe.” : o '

Fuly 24.—1’113 morning was chill and cloudy, but many of the fnowy
fummits appeared on the oppofite fide of :he river, with deep ravines
fireaked with fnow, defcending from their bofoms, carrying their
ftreams to the river. A few {mall villages are {een near the river, on

their {kirts—Tedr itfelf is fmall and poor; the houfes are chiefly cover-
ed with grafs; flate is probably fcarce of a good. quality, and wood is
only ufed to cover the temples. '

WE left the vxllagc at half paft 73 juft-beyond it the profpeét down
‘the river opens, feveral villages with a good deal .of cultivation .ap-
pearing. - A various and irregular road, psfling ‘Shewdr-ci Gag'h, -and
through the wretched village of Cifin led us to- Palu, a village Lituate
on a projeéting point high above the river, upon which, -and .in the
valley, there is much gultivation, “Two miles and a half of a .fimilar
road, including another afcent and defcent in croffing Gati Gadh,
~carried us to Reit'hal* which is a large village and looks more thriving

. ® From the village of Reir'bal, the lower road feikes off from Gangotri to Cédarmat’b sad i Badamat’h,
. *The firR day’s journey takes the travel'er to a cave alled Shealf.ci-Udgr, 10 cosy the road js_ salerably geod
" An a foutherly direQion—one fieep afcent, _
Second day’s jowrncy to Ca’br, 12 cun, courfe Youtherly —half afcent, hadf defcent,
Third day’s journey to, Billang, fqn 1405, dueQion to the eall—~copfiderable afcent and defcenr, but

" #02d good.
Foorh day’s jousoey toFonvali Danda, a defast bill ¢ refting. place,,n'cue : 1q qs—=mpuch afcent, but

.good path.

Fifth day’s journey Tergajt Narain, g cos— 3 cas level, 6 cos of defcent to the eaflwared,
Sixth day’s journey to Gaari Cunday 7 cos—sfeent and defcent to the eafiward, There is at #bis yhee

& hot fprmg. which is led through a brafs mouth fixed in the rock, where pllgnms\nthe.
Seventh day’s journey to Cedar, 10 cos—great afcem, but good road, ‘The temple to -Maua'nro is (iid
o be of confiderable fize ; ficuated veiy near the {now, up-on a fpot of level ground on the mountain, which
« @1 in fact, a purt of that called Radra Himlia—a f«cred fream called Cdli, Ganga, bas itsrife bess, and
. joins the Hlacinanda at Rudrapraydg, “Vhere ate, at tl is place, eleven Daram Salas foe ‘the vie of pilgrims,
. From Cédarnat’h vo Bedarinat’h, althorgh ke ditar ce horizontally be lirtle, it requires eight daya go ge ; fosca
° ed marches will do it in fix, three dsys of which arc nearly entirely a retuin backwards ; then an afceat nearlys

At is faid, in the fame direQtion, The perfe®t impxgmcpbiﬁ?»of the country occafiens this neceary decour.

&
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than ufual; it was from hence that the chief part of the robber band '
we yelterday met, iffued. Several fmaller and larger ftreams now. flow
on cither fide to the Bhdgirat’hs, the names of whichr 1t is of little im-
portance to mention ; one large one, the ¥a/-Gdd'% debouches oppofite
to Reithal. Purfuing our way, we paft Notdrna ard Dodr, poor {mall
- villages, and traverfed feveral fields of ridged - cultivation, furtheron
- we paffed threugh Gifai, a tolerably meatand larg: village, containing
from 15 to 20 houfes, chiefly thatched with grafs: - A temple covered
with wood was alfotobfervea, but the Chinefe appearance of ths houfes,
the lofty towers and enormous proje&ing: wood:or fioneroofs, are
wearing falt away and the houfes aflume more of the look of common
Hinduftanee bhuts, » The -wretched vil[ag‘e of Facolla, is fomewhat
more than 2 miles by the road, but not above' one, of horizontal dif-
ance from Gufali, and we reached it eroffing two nullahs by.-a ftony
rouzh and difagreeable path, ~.

Here we-relled forthe night, and in very miferable accommodati-
ens;: thefe have been found worfe as we got nearer the low countryy
the houles are dirty, clofer,-and more full of vermian,.

Sivce leaving Tedr, our route has led through the diftri&t" of lower
Facnaur. The mountains in this day's march have loft flill more of
their rough favage appearance; they flope: occafionally more towards
their bafes; and are frequently wooded far up : cultivation is more é:om-’
mon, villages more frequent, and the ‘predominating colours 'of greenr
and yellow, give a far more cheerfull caft to a country, that however.
a@an only feem lefs wild by-contraft with that we have left. - -

July 25—Tf% night was rainy, and the'morning as ufual, cold, wet;
and-comfortlefs; .and we found that, through fome miflake of our
. . . : 'l“ n‘ o
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guides, or our attendant Kisun Sinn, we have taken a wrong road,
which is confiderably more toilfome than that which leads acrofs the
river from Tedr. In the one we were about to enter on, we were in-
formed that, confiderable obftacles would prefent themfelves from the
“rife of one or two large nullahs, the temporary bridges of which had
“been carried away by the floods.  Directions were given to ereét others
for our paflage, but the indolence and natural flownels of thefe peo-
ple, in the comimon bufinefs of life, is fo great, that we coald place lit-
tle reliance on their exertions, and we fet off without any certainty of
reaching Barchit that nighe,

Tue manufatures of Bifcher are remarkably [uperior to thofe of
Rewaen and Tacnaur both in material and workmanthip; the blankets
and woollen ftuffs of the former, are frequently of great finenefs, clofe
in texture and of confiderable beauty, while thofe of the latter are
coarfe, unfightly and bad ; the wool of the former, is of a finenefs cQule
to {ome of our belt Enzlifh wcol, while the produce of the latter
countries appears to partake of the charater of hair, and the thread
fpun from itis britly ftubborn, and rather calculated to produce a
coarf: hair cloth, than any comfortable warm woollen fabrick; the
reafon of this difference, is even lefs explicable than that of others, and
it is to be feared has its origin only in natural indolence and floth. For
pafture at all events is equally good in Rewaen as in Bifeher, and one
breed of fheep would in all probability thrive there as well as another,
fceing that they fucceed perfe@ly well in a fimilar climate.

Tur fuperior flate of agriculture was notorious in every ditri@ of
Bifeher through which we péﬂ'ed, and cannot entirely, though it may
in fom¢ meafure, be referred to the more untoward and ‘impraaicablc
nature of the countries now under difcuffion. The koufes.in the for-
mer are alfo more calculated for comfort in general than thofe of the
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latter, though this difference is more perceptible, internally than exter«
nally.

THe circumftances in which thefe countties ‘or diftri@ts are placed,
-though they appear to be pretty fimilar, differ perhaps in fome points:;
and it is but fair to ftate them, as it is poffible the difference of charaéler, -
-above remarked, may in fome degree at leaft be referred to them.

THur Gorc’has have ruled in Gerwhil fornedr twelve years, previous to
which a fevere conteft had been maintained, which drained the coun-
try of men and money. They appear to have borne in mind, in their
fubfequent condut to this unfortunate State, the trouble it coft them to
‘win it, and alted as if determined to revengeit. Its old families were
dcﬁroyéd; all thofe perfons of rank and importance who were taken,
were murdered or bapifhed ; its villages burnt or deftroyed ; and gret
numbers of its inhabitants were fold as flaves. The remaining part
were opprefled by heavy taxes: and many voluntary bani{fhments and
-emigrations took place, to avoid a tyranny too oppreflive to be borne,

"and too powerful to be withftood. Thus, throughout great part of
‘Gerwhdl, the traveller fees but the ruins of wvillages, and the traces of
former cultivation now abandoned: while; the inhabitants that remain,
are, in all probability, the moft ignorant and the loweft; and it may
‘fairly be prefumed, have funk lower in exertion and mind, from the
oppreflion they have groaned under.,

Tus Gorc'has have only fucceeded in fubjeRing the ftate or province
‘of Bifeher, within thefe g or 4 years paft, and its fubjeQion was far lefs
‘complete than that of Gerwhél. The conquerors have had lefs time, lefs
opportunity, and probably faw that they dared lefs to dcftroy the
country and villages, or murder and difperfe the inhabitants; the re«
moter diftriQs they fcarce penetrated into, and the certainty we trace
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through the whole of Bifeher the marks of the Gorc'ha violence, and
the proofs of their temporary power in forts and firongholds ftill; the
former are far lefs obvious than in Gerwhdl. It may he inferred from
this, that the ancient fpirit of liberty and refiftance is. lefs beat down,
and the mental energies lefs deprefled. in this fcene of recent, and
fomewhat milder conqueft, than in that of long eftablifhed tyrinny..

It appears too, that Bifeher, even in the remoteft parts, has kept up
a greater and more general commercial intercourfe than its neighbour-
ing provinces: the courfe of the Setlej, pafling through even its wildelt
difiri@s, and communicating with the plains of Bitan on the one band,
" and thofe of the Panjab on the other; give facilities far, and encour.
agements.to trade, not poflefled by the north weftern parts of Gerwhal..
Many more perfons reach the plains of. Hinduftan from Bifeher, and
many, merchants frequent it in return, Whillt, except a pilgrim to
- Femnotri or Gangotri, none ever come, or go to the countries in which
thefe are fiiuated, '

AT 9 o’cloék we left Facolla, detained till then by heavy rain, and
marching a very fhort way along the hill face, we defcended for up-
wards of a mile to. the river’s bed, by a very fteep rough and flippery
w2:h, which there winds along its bank, following the inflexions of the
ilveam, till we crofled Selcour Gad', oppofite which there are three vil-
Jage one above the other on the other fide, below them a {mall  nullah.
falls into the river. Hence our road ran for a confiderable diftance,
_ partly along rice cultivation, and partly along fome. flat table land-
which we now met with, a little elevated above the river bed in the
hollow of each reach ; paffed Fum-cd-Gérk .an old houfe or fort,. pro-
je&ing into the river on the oppofite fide, formerly a . place. of confi--
derable fanity, and where one of the many ablutions prefcribed to:
the religious. on the way to Gangotri was performed; jult below,.
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Jum-ci-Gddh crupties itfelf into the rivéry fomewhat further on, npon
the road (ftill on she right fide of the river) we paffed the fnall and poor
village of #nd where we faw fome of ‘the large®t peaches, Iremembse
feeing either here or at home ; we reckoned this ptam ot lealt 5% miles

from Faclls.

Tue path fill leads along the river bank, oecafionally en rice
grounds and at times through thick, tangled, but {mall jungle to Godri-
&éd’h, about 2 miles further an, a deep and rapid fiream which we
forded with difficulty and purfued our courfe to Réné “Gid'h, a large
and deep torrent much fwelled by the riins. Ower this C'Aolla, which
is fully g miles from Facolls, the zemindars had gone to place a tempo-
rary bridge. We were detained a full hour, till it was ready, and a
moﬁ frail fabrick it was when finifhed, confifting of two {mall round
flicks extending from the left bank to a large rock in the. mnddle from
which, to the other bank, three fimilar ones tied together gave a. moft
limber and unfteady mode of tranfit; fuch was the machine .on which
go or 6o perfons, reany with heavy Ioads were to crofs a wild mount.in
fiream : by care however, although it bent till the wood touched the
fircam, we fucceeded tolerably well : the (tcadmefs of thefe hill pco-
p\e in préferving their footmg though heavy lxdcn, in dlﬂicult ﬁtqau-
ons, is real'y f.xrpnzmg, only ove accident happened, but it was a
{atal one. One unfortunate coely miffed his ftep from the rea&ion of
the timber, and fcll into the fiream; ere a hand could reach him, he was
fwallowed up and carried away ina moment to the ym&xon of the
nullah, with the river, about 150 yards, below, where his head for a
moment appeared fepara:ed from his load, bu: the foaming current aof
the Bhagirat’hi here tumbling over large rocks, with great naife, feized
him and hurried him along with its tremendous torrent

:Frox the bed of Rinf Géd &, by a winding irregular road, we reach.

®d the top of the valley or reach, where Barakat is ﬁtuatcd. At the
1Q
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upper, extremity on this (weit) fide, we pafled the temple of Lskbajurs,
facred to Siva, and another to DurcA. Somewhat further on, onthe

| oppofite bank, is'fituate the village Mandha/, and-a very. fhort way be-
low it Irlot. Barahit i3 no great diftance below this laft, and is fituat-
ed on the right or N. W. bauk of the river, on a {mall ftripe of level
land, which commences at the top of the reach, and Jays at the foot of
ahigh hill. It is a wretched place, cbnﬁlling of five or ﬁx'poor houf-
es furrounde& with filth, and nearly buried in a junglc of nettles,
thorns, and every rank weed, the produce of a dunghill ; the peo-
plé fookcd‘ as pobr arid wrctchcd as the place.

TrADITION, for it may be faid to amount to tbat fays, that Barahat
was a place of note and’ wealth, con*ammg 50 or 6o fhops in its bazar,
(a latge number for a hill town,) and fituated in the midt of a nch
well cultivated country, abounding in corn and cattle of all forts: t
was alfo a place of much fanity, and this is the only rchque of its
former fclf to be dx!’cemed Even its temples, however, aré¢ in 2 *mi.
Terable ftate of dxlapxdatxon, though they ftill abound with brahmins
' and fuqeers Dat ‘hatri i is facred to ‘Siva—Murli Manur is either the
name of a temple or the deity it is facred to; Parseram has his fhrine;
and Suc'hi- ca-Mandzr (the temple of Suc’ m,) contains the famous Trtful

or trident. There are alfo many holy" pools for ablution, as SurJ'
Cund, Brahmé Cind, Vifuhernath ; all formerly frequented by pil-

gnms on their way to Gangotrz, whofe worfhip and adoration there
was acqepm'ble, in proportion as they purified themfelves by frequent
abliitions, at the facred ftages on their upward way. Still they are fre-
quented but by no means as in former days s indeed, the difficulties

't’hrowmn ‘the way of travellers during the fwiy of the Gorc'has, and '

the deterioration of the roads, have rendered Gangotri' a place of far
ldfb tefont than formerly. . All thefe temples, bathing placcs and reli-

S.ePhe Klﬂbtxmke of 1 808, —~Asiatic Ruearchu, vol. x1. page 476,
- 4
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‘g.ious buildings of every defeription, ‘as well as the town itfelf, now

[;rcfent a melancholy picture of ruin and decay; even the Dharam
S'élas, and provifions of charity, have not efcaped. There were feve=

ral fields and rich fpots of land, attached to the temple of PArAsurAM, .
for the purpofe of _f:_eding the pilgrims during their ftay here: but

. they have all either Bcc_n taken from it, or are laying wafte, -

. Fuly '26-.—A'F"!‘ER a moft uncomfortable Anight and procuring the
means of carriage for the baggage with confiderable difficulty, we pro-
ceeded on our journey, but went in the firft inftance to view the tem.
ples and places worthy of notice; butin fad little remains to detain
the traveller, fave the trident, whech is ‘farely a curious fpecimen of
the tafte of the old: time. Its three-fold compofition, the elegance of its
{hape, and the unknown chara&ers, that occupy. much of its fhaft,
point it qut as a fingular obje& of admiration, intereft, and {peculation,
for by what maans it came there muft I fulpe€ remain quite an unde-
cided point; This.pillar-has been fo minutely defcribed (I have un.
derftood,) by Meflrs. WssB and Raekg, that it is perfeétly unneceflary
to.repeat here what they muft have faid,

. Ar the turn of the river forming the end of that reach in which
Barakat is fituated, there is a jhulla or hanging bridge of ropes, over
which leads the di,rc& road to Srinagar ; belaw,. the valley becomes
broader, and ftretches down in a wefterly courfe for feveral miles.

Leaving the F'hulla on our left, we wound along by a water courfe,
carried for the purpofe of irrigation from, Barahdti-c/-gad’h, which we
croffed and afeended to-Barak:t/ village, about 2 miles from Barahdt.
It has been a large village and it enjoys a fine profpe over all the
valley, but upon this, as on the rich cultivation aqd villages of thig
valiey, the hand of delfolation has fallen, and left little but ruins.

e 1 -
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Yost about LikAafiré the Bhigivathi began to alfume formewhat
more of the charaltér of a great river, Ipreading out into a wider chans
nel, yet Rill retaining much of the impetuofi'y of the mountain torreat,
and it fweeps in numerous wiadings, throagh this fine Va{lléy which is
from 3 to 4 furlongs broad, and confifls chicly of tableland, probably
the bed it oncé ran in, and is heré and there finely fwelled into rifes; all
is cultivable, and evidently has once been under 1illage, and remains
of villages i various places evince a once more numerous population;
al now is walle, but green and fmooth.

Twe or three miles from Barakéti, we crofled the Rat'hor gsdh
where we fuffered confiderable detention, while a tempofary bridge
was thrown over : fomewhat further on, fcrambling along the river fide,
weé reached a {maller fiveam Sinkoti-gad’h, which we forded with much
difficulty, for it was deep and firong. “This nullah ends the long reach
and valley,and we pafled two or three bad fieps, where the banks clofe
for a fhort {pace, before entering on another, about 2 miles tong, in the
midtte of which the village D'hinda, is fitnated, on a rock everhangs
ing the warer, about 7 miles from Burahst. The sivet flond how in
a uniform courfe,till it is joined at the bottom of the reach by Dhundria
gidh,a Jarge fiream which flows through a valldy appirently Yich'in
cultivation, The oppofite fide of the river forms part of Dhundrs pur-
gunnah, and there is much rice and tillage all around.

AT Dhkinda village we left the river and afcended the hill behind it,
firft by a gradual eafy path, along ledges of cultivarion, till we tarned
the edge of the hill, when a faccellionof pretty fharp afcents and def-
cents through fir covered hills, carried us to the'village of Pedird, our
night’s ftage, '

Tar village of Pztdrs is not thuch bettér calculated to accommodate
sravellers, than thofe we have lately paffed thiough, poor and dirty ;
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- gt dad methe: lddgivgsiand fare:wers, wearinefs and handéf made- them
saceeptible. :oOur! march we- feckon at only 12 tmh:s, butheat and bad
ma.ds made it thilfotac. ' ‘
ﬁuly §7~——Tuz fittition 6f the vxllagc is' lofty, and’ the view sfrom it
.extenfive and beautiful, particularly down the courfe of the Bhagzrat’ﬁz
we recognife from hence too feveral points, which formed obje@s of ob-
fervation in our courfe up the Fumna, fuch as the peaks of Bugi .and
Marwi. ‘Below, the Gadul Gad'h flows through a fine valley, and
joins the BAagirat’Al at'Dhavafu: from whence, the river runs in a long
.and compasatively’ bro&d'v‘xlley,‘ well cultivated and ftudded with nu-
‘merous villages. Beyerid; the eye ltretches to ‘the hills “ibove At/mr,
and cventha&: near Snnagar are to be dxfccrned

“Tue toad from the vilhvé’ to Dhzrafu is entirely defcent ; - this place
-was formerly of foms - religious confequence, but now is totally in
.ruins; itis fituated ona ro*k near the conﬂucncc of the Gadul Gad‘/s
with the BAdgirathi. Julkt at the bridgs by which we crofs this nuliah,
there is a templc 0 anvuucum, where two jogis, a man andawoman,
refide, for the' benefit of pxous' pnlgrxms, whe are expe@ed to contri-
.bate to their'fupport. "Rifinz from the bed of the (tream, and pro-
.cecding'a mile onwards we reached Barefhi village, firuated ona rxﬁng
‘ground, atthe m)pcf end of the valley: a ifhort way from hence,
:there is-an c(hblﬂhmmt of fogis, who refide at «the . temple . of Man.

GALANATH, where, there aré Yomie uncommonly fice' mango izees, but |

;he frait was -hardly ripe. R

. ‘THeax are feveral villages on either fide of the tiver Here: thdfe on

Ahe north eaft bank are in Ful pergunnazh; that -of Oudepore, coms

.mences on ;h}s fide at, Gadul GadA.
IR

- ——

i E——
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Frowm Barethi, our path lay along this fine valley, pleafantandieafy ;.
the river runs.chiefly on the eaftern fide to-the debpuch' of . the Magun.
Gdd’h, a pretty copious ftream, from near Marms-6i-Dhar. At this.
point, two oppofite DAdrs approach and interrupt the range of- the val.
ley, which, however, continues to the fouth eaftward, till fhut out by

intervening points from the view, though lefs level and.ferile. than,

“that we have paffed through.

L4

A this point, we left the Bhdgirat’hi entirely crofling the- Nagum nub
lah, and afcending Jaudagang-ci-D'hdr :-on the face of this hill, we-
found many trees of the Tejpit, (LaurusCaffia,) the flavour of which-
.\'was very good and powerful; it is the fame with that tree, the leaves and
fkin of the roots of which forms an article of trade, from Nepdl and the
lower parts of the hills with the lower provinees; and - mentioned . by.
Colonel KirkpaTrICK : it was perfeCbly wild and feemed tolerably-
hbundant. Our afcent continued, chiefly through wood, occafionally-
alonv abare hill ide, and naw and then along rice cultivation near {fmall.
water courfes paffing feveral villages, and frcguendy very.fteep and.
painful till we reached Creffu-ci-D'hdr continuous from the weltward:
with Marma, and fully 41 miles from the place where we left the river,.
we reckon i frmn o1 ta 11 from Petérdé. The. whole road was weari--
fome and nrrcoular, and ths gorge is very highly clevatcd the. wood.
toWards me top, befides the commaon fig, -confifls. chx;fly of- the long.
Icavcd Qak and a fge‘.les of rhodadendron frqquemhy mentioned be--
forc, a vcry extcnﬁvc view is.commanded ‘from hence, but not a.peak.
of the fnowy ramcre was vifible ;; deep and darkclouds refted .og them,

- Frou this gorge a fleep defcent commenced, at firlt through deep
red foapy fail, and then:in the bed of a ftream called Belb-ci Gidh,
which rifes in the pafs. We pafled along foine fcanty rice culivation;
and though the miferable ruined village of Macrora, and reached that
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of B/calu, aftera very fangumg de fc‘nt. It is fmall, but tolerably clean, .

and'formed our place of lodging for this night, Thqtc is nothing wora

thy of obfervation here, it is onc of 7 villiges forming the Rialu divie-
fionin-the Foungore diftrict..

Fuly 8 —Art 7 o'’clock we left Bhalu, the pathx'defccnding rapidly>
inthe bed and {tream of the Bel or Bhal Gad'h: oppofite the mouth of.
¢his nullah; but yet along way off Sow.choli-ci-Tiba, was oblerved, a high.
hill, juft above-the Dun ; the path crofling and: recroffing. the ftream, .
which is large from heavy rain, was painfal and unpleafant ; alittlebe.
low, the ftream is increafed by Sinkalo-ci-Gad'%, from a. wild glen in.
which are firuated three villages, belonging to Bhs/u divifion. Still:
further on Mathal Géd'h:alfo joins, and the-whole, about 2.miles from.
Bhalu, takes a wefterly dire@tion, uniting with the Famli Géd's, which:
comes in a .wefterly. direQion from Dhanauli ci-D,hdr. The whole wae-
ters of the two vallies; at firlt under-the name of the ¥iémli Gidk, and.
afterwards called the Aglohs Gadh, flow weftward to the Fumna..

CrossinG the end of Macref ca-Danda, which formsthe point- be--
tween the Bél and Famli-Gad'hs, and crofling the latter fiream, we began:
to afcend.and paffed through little dirty villages, Dangolo -and ‘Bdhimo; .

thefe form a part of the Défjola purgupnab,and the- htter we reckoned .
. gomiles from Bhalus.

"T1ie hills now were green and rather bare of ‘wood; the heufés had’
- totally loft all appearance of the Chine/zftyle of building, degenerating:
into the common poor Hmdujtmx hut. Thc drefs of ths women as.
well as the men, had began to change evm at Bara/tat, whzra occafione:
ally cotton cloth inftead of blanket and __woolcn was. obferved ; here.
cottoa is the univerfal material of drefs, fomstimes coloured.and check- -
¢d, and the cotton fkull cap is in géneral ufe,
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A sTEr and hot afcent led us by. the. mifesable. xillage ‘of Géranv',
. from whcncc thc Path lay on the left hand hill fide to a rqugh, wopded
dcfccnt and thc bcd of a dry nullah _hence a very ,ﬁcgp aig-zag of.

.....

_view, and trace the whole Vallcy we have croﬂ'cd from its nfe in Dha-
nauli, nearly to its dcbouchc ata village called Gerh, by  the - Fumna,
,whcre it has changed nts namc,. from the . Agloka, to-the Palia-Gddk.
‘-Thc range of Manna.cz-D/mr forms the . nocthern boupdary .of this
- large valley, ﬂcctchmc from }oxmt and its hxlls, in .the weftward, by
fC'aej'u in the ca{tward and formma the Seuri apd Dhenau i-ci-D'Rirs,
and {trctchmg to the Bhagmxt’/zi thls long range, in its courfe.gives off
;many fubordmate D’lzars, whxch form valleys, that find a general ouglet
to tbe '}'umna t.hrough the Agloha-Gad’ /z

!

+From this {tation we: kept along thc-facc‘of the hill, for about a mile,
.where turning fharp to theleft a fhort but rough defcent brought us to
.the village Bclu; this is a fmall and poor place, but as .th'crc are no
_other refting places between it, and Nigel inthe Deyrah Dun, fuid to
bea dnﬂancc of 12 miles, we were forced to content ourfelves with re.
mammg for the night, and probably it was as well to ngeour weary
pqoplc fome extraordinary reft, as the march for the next ;lay, to Dg.
ralz was dcfcnped as a long and fatrgumg one.

july 29. -;—-Wr. rofe carly and goton fpot by fix, to encounter.our. day’
fmgucs. Tuz mad wound alono the lcft hand ﬁd of the h;ll on arocky ,
path formcd enm'cly of hme ﬁcme to the hcad of a vallcy one ﬁdc Qf ‘
whichis formed by the Sowac fwla-a-Tzéa s the place s cp.lled M ugra.:
1s ‘a dark, gloomy, wooded ravme, andin it thcrc Jsa perenmal fpnno of
remarkablc coldne‘is' it is one and half miles from Biu. From this
p}acc, a fharp afccnt brough: ustoa pomt in the crcﬂ of Sowac'ho/a-
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o:-Tda‘ and all the beautiful Dun, and the ftill more lovcly and_fmil.
ing plains of Hinduflan, burft full upon our view.

Faou hence, we obtained a fhort laft glimpfe of the fnowy hills, and
of the peak of Benderpuck'h. Haridwir too was feen, and feveral other .
points we could not certainly identify,

" Tae htter part of the 8efcent is precipitous and rocky: from the foot
of the hill, we paffed along the beds of feveral {mall nullahs, which
arc only formed by the heavy rain, and through the thin jungle that
+ covers the rifing grounds at the foot of the hills, till we reached Noge/,
a fmall village, not far in the plain; from hence the path to Deyra is
plain and level, through cultivationand mango topes, leaving Kalunga,
on our left. I regretted much that I could not vifit this place; but
neither weather nor time permitted; it is indeed too well known to
need defcription; neither does the town of Deyra require to be defcrib-
ed, and in fa& having only pafled throughit, I could give no adequate
idea of the place, Itis about 6 miles from Nugel; the diftance of
Negel from Bcfu, | cannot fo well determine, but am mclined to conf-
der it at leaft 7 or 8 miles, fo that our concludmo march was at leaft
from 12 to 14 mxlca.

Tur next morning we left the Dun, which was ehiefly under water,
by the Kearu pafs, and reached Saharungore on the mght of the goth
ﬂf July. ‘ A






